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Monday 19th September 2022 
 
 

9:30-10:30 Registration & coffee 
 
10:30-11:00 Welcome and opening speech (Yann Tristant & Pierre Tallet) 
 

Funerary Archaeology 
Chair: Yann Tristant  
 
11:00-11:25 Chloé Girardi 
From human bones to human bodies: reconstituting Pre- and Early Dynastic burial 
practices through an archaeothanatological approach  
 
11:25-11:50 Regina Hölzl, Vera Müller, Mary F. Ownby & Johannes H. Sterba 

The re-evaluation of the cemetery of Turah: new queries and first results 
 
11:50-12:15 Nicola Math 
“A Funeral – all inclusive” - Grave Inventory within the Turah Cemetery and beyond  
 
12:15-14:00 Lunch break 
 
14:00-14:25 Lea Rees 
Dahshur before Snefru. The pre-pyramid cultural landscape of Dahshur  
 
14:25-14:50 Christiana E. Köhler 
Visualizing an Ancient Egyptian queen. The tomb of Meret-Neith of the 1st Dynasty at 
Abydos - Umm el-Qaab revisited  
 
14:50-15:15 Masahiro Baba 
Revealing the elite ritual landscape at Hierakonpolis 
 
15:15-15:50 Coffee break 
 

Iconography 
Chair: Krzysztof Ciałowicz 
 
15:50-16:15 Dorian Vanhulle & Stan Hendrickx 
A Little Bird Told Me … Observations on the representation of birds during the 
Predynastic and Early Dynastic Period 
 
16.15-16.40 Marcelo Campagno & Ianir Milevski 
Real or imaginary: fortification walls in the iconography of the Proto- and Early Dynastic 
Periods 



4 
 

16:40-16:55 Renee Friedman, Daniel Antoine, Barbara Wills, Sophie Rowe 
& Rebecca Whiting 

The Decorated Body in Predynastic Egypt  
 
16:55-17:10 Sonja Speck 
Pre- and Early Dynastic body concepts in Old Kingdom anthropomorphic sculpture: 
Transformation and selection processes 
 
17:10-17:25 Julie Villaeys 
The development of the royal imagery: new considerations about the definition of the king 
 
18:00 Welcome reception 
 
 

Tuesday 20th September 2022 
 

Lower Egypt 
Chair: Ulrich Hartung 
 
9:30-9:55  Rita Hartmann & Mary F. Ownby 
New insights into the pottery of the earliest occupation layer at Tell el-Fara'in/Buto 
 
9:55-10:10 Ulrich Hartung 
Some remarks on the stratigraphy of Tell el-Fara‘in - Buto 
 
10:10-10:35 Nathalie Buchez, Rachid EL-Hajaoui, Samuel Guérin & 

Mathilde Minotti  
Recent excavations in the LEC settlement of Tell el-Iswid 
 
10:35-11:05 Coffee break 
 
11:05-11:30 Jade Bajeot 
The Lower Egyptian Culture and its evolution: new perspectives through the ceramic 
technology approach 
 
11:30-11:55 Agnieszka Mączyńska 
Pottery in Lower Egypt: organisation and development of production in the 4th 
millennium BC. A view from Tell el-Farkha 
 
11:55-12:20 Marek Chłodnicki & Krzysztof M. Ciałowicz 
Spatial organisation and architecture of the settlement at Tell el-Farkha from its origins 
to the appearance of the Naqadians 
 
12:20-14:00 Lunch break 
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14:00-14:25 Mariusz A. Jucha, Magdalena Kazimierczak, Natalia Małecka-
Drozd, Grzegorz Bąk-Pryc & Konrad Grzyb 

The Nile Delta society of the 4th/3rd millennium BC as seen from the perspective of recent 
research at Tell el-Murra 
 
14:25-14:50 Joanna Dębowska-Ludwin, Karolina Rosińska-Balik & Mariusz 

A. Jucha 
The great mastaba of Tell el-Farkha revised. When, how and why? 
 
14:50-15:05 Lawrence S. Owens, Joanne M. Rowland, Joris F.L. van 

Wetering & Mariusz A. Jucha 
New excavations at the Protodynastic-Early Dynastic cemetery of Kafr Hassan Dawood 
(KHD), Wadi Tumilat, East Delta 
 
15:05-15:40 Coffee break 
 

Rock art 
Chair: Stan Hendrickx 
 
15:40-16:05 Maria Gatto, Antonio Curci, Dorian Vanhulle, Stan Hendrickx, 

John C. Darnell, Serena Nicolini & Alberto Urcia 
Discoveries old and new – AKAP’s ongoing research on the Predynastic/Early Dynastic 
rock art of the First Cataract region 
 
16:05-16:20 Sebastián Francisco Maydana 
 What do petroglyphs do? Power, prestige and landscape in the Eastern Desert of Egypt 
 
16:20-16:35 Paweł Lech Polkowski 
Prehistoric Rock Art at Dakhleh Oasis: A review of the current state of research 
 
16:45-18:00 Poster session 1 
 
 

Wednesday 21st September 2022 
 
Upper Egypt 
Chair: Renee Friedman 
 
9:30-9:55   Irene Forstner-Müller, Uroš Matić & Philipp Seyr 
The Oldest Town of Kom Ombo? New Evidence from the Recent Work of the Egyptian-
Austrian Mission 
 
9:55-10:20 Tomasz Herbich & Renee Friedman 
Geophysical surveying in Hierakonpolis - a summary 
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10:20-10:45 Yann Tristant 
Dendara at its origins 
 
10:45-11:15 Coffee break 
 
11:15-11:40 Joanne M. Rowland, Joris F.L. van Wetering & Geoffrey J. 

Tassie† 
Surveying the Naqada Region: results from fieldwork in 2018-19 
 
11:40-12:05 Martin Sählhof 
The Funerary Complex of King Djer at Umm el-Qaab: Results of the Architectural Studies 
 
12:05-14:00 Lunch break 
 
14:00-14:25 Matthew D. Adams 
The Abydos Royal Brewery and the Vocabulary of Power in Early Egypt 
 
14:25-14:50 Yaser Mahmoud Hussein 
Naqada III settlement at South Abydos: A recent fieldwork report  
 
14:50-15:20 Coffee break 
 

Egypt in context 
Chair: Christiana Köhler 
 
15:20-15:45 Vincent Oeters 
“Africanized Invaders” - The Origins of the Egyptian civilisation according to Jean 
Capart 
 
15:45-16:10 Jacek Kabaciński, Agnieszka Czekaj-Zastawny & Joel D. Irish 
Transformations in the Neolithic burial practices in the Egyptian Western Desert. A case 
of Gebel Ramlah 
 
16:10-16:25 Marie Peterková Hlouchová 
Origins of the ancient Egyptian “sun cult”: some methodological challenges 
 
16:25-16:40 Eliot Braun & Marcin Czarnowicz 
A Peep at Tel Ma’ahaz: Was Its Early Bronze 1 Stratum an Egyptian Settlement in the 
Southern Levant? 
 
16:50-18:00 Poster session 2 
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Thursday 22nd September 2022 
 

Lithic studies 
Chair: Béatrix Midant-Reynes 
 
9:30-9:55  Béatrix Midant-Reynes & François Briois 
The flint industry at Tell el-Iswid. A first synthesis  
 
9:55-10:20  Raphaël Angevin 
Quelques talons cachés… Sur les stigmates de détachement des supports lithiques et leur 
effacement volontaire en Égypte protodynastique : quelques éléments de réflexion à partir 
des industries d’Abydos et Saqqarah Nord 
 
10:20-10:45 François Briois, Béatrix Midant-Reynes & Pierre-Antoine 

Beauvais 
The flint miners’ camps on the Galala plateau : WS013 in Wadi Nikhayabar 
 
10:45-11:15 Coffee break 
 
11:15-11:40 Karin Madrigal & Raphaël Angevin 
Autour des collections lithiques prédynastiques du musée des Confluences (Lyon, France). 
Louis-Charles Lortet en Égypte (1897-1909) : de la paléo-écologie à la Préhistoire 
culturelle de l’Homme 
 
 
11:40-12:05 Katarzyna Lajs 
Not only professionals: twofold production of Early Dynastic and Old Kingdom flint tools 
reflected in the inventory from Tell el-Murra 
 
12:05-14:00 Lunch break 
 

Pottery studies 
Chair: Mariusz Jucha 
 
14:00-14:25 Grazia A. Di Pietro & Renee Friedman 
Upper-Lower Egypt interactions in the 4th millennium BC: the evidence provided by the 
pottery with 'rouletted decoration' from the Upper Egyptian Nile Valley 
 
14:25-14:50 Amber Hood 
Absorbed residue analysis of funerary ceramics from the Early Dynastic cemetery of 
Maassara (Helwan) 
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14:50-15:05 Xavier Droux 
The Ponda database and white Cross-lined vessels: toward a better understanding of C-
ware vessels  
 
15:05-15:20 Axelle Brémont 
Building a more precise chronology of D-ware production: decoration, shape, context 
 
15:20-15:50 Coffee break 
 
16:00-17:30 Poster session 3 
 
18:00  Reception 
 
 

Friday 23rd September 2022 
 

Material, technology and craft specialisation 
Chair: Liam McNamara 
 
9:30-9:55  Stan Hendrickx & Merel Eyckerman 
Rhomboid is not just a shape 
 
9:55-10:20 Robert Kuhn 
The stone vessel convolute in the tomb of king Dewen at Abydos. A view on special 
craftsmanship in Early Dynastic Egypt 
 
10:20-10:45 Martin Odler, Jiří Kmošek, Marek Fikrle, Yulia V. Erban 

Kochergina & Yann Tristant 
The origins of Early Dynastic copper. Current state of research and future prospects 
 
10:45-11:15 Coffee break 
 
11:15-11:40 Alistair Dickey 
New insights into the textile chaîne opératoire in Pre and Early Dynastic Egypt: the 
role of splicing in thread production and its potential implications 
 
11:40-12:05 Aline Emery-Barbier 
Micro-plant remains: witnesses of production economy, ancient materials and techniques 
 
12:05-12:30 Joséphine Lesur 
Fishing and herding in the Nile Delta during the Predynastic (4th millennium BCE) 
 
12:30-14:00 Lunch break 
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Archives and Museum studies 
Chair: Xavier Droux 
 
14:00-14:25 Liam McNamara 
Faking it? Once more “MacGregor Man” 
 
14:25-14:50 Federica Ugliano & Giulio Lucarini 
Heliopolis at its dawn: the PrEMuC – Prehistoric Egypt in Museum Collections – project 
 
14:50-15:05 Bart Vanthuyne & Helen McDonald 
Reassessing, rediscovering and contextualising Quibell’s 1894-1895 Ballas excavations 
and finds in Egypt 
 
15:05-15:30 Sergio Alarcón Robledo 
Early Dynastic North Saqqara: From archives to landscape analysis 
 
15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
 

Textual evidence 
Chair: Pierre Tallet 
 
16:00-16:25 Massimiliano Nuzzolo 
The Palermo Stone and the Cairo Fragments. New insights into the Ancient Egyptian 
Royal Annals 
 
16:25-16:50 Eva-Maria Engel 
Organizing Life and Death: Institutions in the Reign of Khasekhemwy 
 
16:50-17:05 Matthew George 
An investigation of the link between changing titles and administrative reforms in Early 
Dynastic Egypt 
 
17:05-18:00 Conclusion 
 
20:00  Farewell dinner 
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Posters 
 

Poster session 1 (Tuesday 20th September 2022) 

Elizabeth Brice, One or Many? Uncovering the varied uses of Predynastic Egyptian 
animal figurines 

Wouter Claes & Dorian Vanhulle, Boat models from the Early Dynastic settlement of 
Elkab: new insights in the archaeology of early pharaonic domestic contexts 

Wojciech Ejsmond, Olivier P. Rochecouste & Taichi Kuronuma, Archaeological 
landscape of the Northern Necropolis of Gebelein in the light of current research 

Maria Gatto & Oren Siegel, Introducing the BORDERSCAPE Project 

Yaser Mahmoud Hussein, Local Elite or State Elite: The biggest mudbrick tomb from 
the First Dynasty at Abydos 

Allison McCoskey, Forming the ‘Dual King’: Early Royal Iconography as a Mechanism 
for Social Unification 

Mathilde Minotti, The ornaments at Tell el-Iswid (Sharqiya) from Lower Egyptian 
culture to Naqada culture 

Vincent Morel, Jonathan Maître & Dorian Vanhulle, Landscape Laboratory: 
(Re)Exploring Rock Art at Wadi Hammamat 

Kathryn E. Piquette, Merel Eyckerman, Frank Förster & Stan Hendrickx, Re-
viewing the Narmer palette 

Keita Takenouchi, Hierarchical Distribution and Political Economy of the Stone Vessel 
in the Abu Rawash Community under the Reign of Den 

Joris F.L. van Wetering, Nubt and the Kingdom of Naqada. Early complex polity 
formation in Upper Egypt, Fourth Millennium BCE 

 
Poster session 2 (Wednesday 21st September 2022) 

Raphaël Angevin & Christine Lorre, Le mobilier lithique du tombeau royal de Nagada 
(Égypte, Ire Dynastie) : un essai d’analyse taphonomique, technologique et spatiale 

Marcin Czarnowicz, Carpenters and shipwrights in Predynastic Egypt 

Belén Daizo, The Eastern Nile Delta as the centre of interaction between Egypt and the 
Levant in the V and IV millennium BC: an analysis from the transformations and 
uses of landscape 

Wojciech Ejsmond, From Economics to Politics. On the origins of proto-state capitals 

Sandy Ferri, Analysis of the decorated pottery of Tell el-Iswid. Preliminary results of a 
typo-stylistic study 

Scott Haddow, Joanne Rowland, Joris Van Wetering & Afaf Wahba, Rescue 
Excavations at Manshiya and Naqada South, Naqada Region, Upper Egypt 
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Susan Kelly, Lifting the veil: Female Social Power in Early Egypt: Dynasties 1 – 3 

Camille Koerin, Cylinder Seals, witnesses of interaction between Egypt and 
Mesopotamia during the 4th Millennium BCE – First Results 

Taichi Kuronuma, Spatial analysis of the grave distribution in the Upper Egyptian 
Predynastic cemetery: A case study of the Main Cemeteries at Naqada 

Marinus Ormeling, Temporal constraints for burial practices in Early Dynastic Egypt. 
A detour in the evaluation of social-economic aspects of tomb construction for the 
middle and lower classes 

Anna Pieri, Sean Dougherty & Renee Friedman, Analyses and comparison of dental 
pathologies in the predynastic cemeteries of Hierakonpolis, Egypt 

 

Poster session 3 (Thursday 22nd September 2022) 

Scott Allan, Second Dynasty Chronology: Problems and possibilities 

Nathalie Baduel, Le vert, le rouge et le noir. Les couleurs de la peinture tégumentaire 
prédynastique 

Anne Drewsen, Textile production – an invisible industry 

Matthew George & Jessica Binet, The implementation of a temporal framework in Early 
Dynastic Egypt, and its administrative implications 

Amber Hood, Portable optically stimulated luminescence (pOSL) analysis at the tomb 
of Queen Meret-Neith, Abydos 

Susan Kelly, The loss of Kaplony’s Early Dynastic Krugmagazin 

Sophia Kroft, Developing a new approach to understanding human representations on 
Decorated Ware vessels 

Christine Lorre, Réévaluation de la collection prédynastique égyptienne du musée 
d’Archéologie nationale (Saint-Germain-en-Laye) et valorisation numérique 

Agnieszka Mączyńska, In search of individual pottery production. A study on bag-
shaped jars from the Minshat Abu Omar cemetery 

Candelaria Martin Del Rio Alvarez, Predynastic Egyptian combs. What do we know 
about its function?  

Mathilde Minotti, Bones tools from Buto II at Tell el-Iswid (Sharqiya) 
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Matthew Douglas ADAMS 
Institute of Fine Arts, New York University, New York,  

United States of America 

matthew.adams@nyu.edu 

 
The North Abydos ‘Royal’ Brewery 

 
Recent excavations of the remains of a ca. 5000-year old brewery at Abydos have 
generated important new evidence on the relationship between large-scale beer 
production and the early development of kingship and the state in Egypt. The 
area was discovered more than a century ago by T.E. Peet’s excavations for the 
EES, but the site’s actual nature has not been well understood until now. Although 
the basic technology of the Abydos brewery is similar to that seen at other early 
sites — most notably Hierakonpolis and Tell el-Farkha — new excavations are 
revealing the scale of production at Abydos to have been an order of magnitude 
greater than is known elsewhere. The Abydos brewery could make beer on a truly 
industrial scale that was completely unparalleled in early Egypt. The scale of 
production and the organisation of labour implicit in it, particularly when viewed 
in relation to evidence from other similarly early components of Abydos, now 
allow the brewery to be situated as an integral part of early royal activity at the 
site. It was part of a complex pattern of material expression that served to define 
the very nature of kingship at the beginning of Egyptian history. 
 
 

Sergio ALARCÓN ROBLEDO 
Harvard University, Boston, United States of America 

salarconrobledo@g.harvard.edu 

 
Early Dynastic North Saqqara: From archives to landscape analysis 

 
The paper presents a critical analysis of unpublished archival materials related to 
the archaic necropolis of North Saqqara. Although North Saqqara was the elite 
funerary centre of Memphis at the dawn of the Egyptian state, a comprehensive 
understanding of the site has long been overdue. For decades, the possible 
identification of the Early Dynastic royal tombs dominated the debate around the 
cemetery, leaving more than 160 excavated structures unstudied and 
unpublished. Notably, a significant portion of these tombs date to the Second 
Dynasty, a period still comparatively little understood. This paper is the first stage 
of my doctoral research, which focuses on reconstructing and re-interpreting this 
funerary landscape through the archival documents of the excavations carried out 
by J. E. Quibell, C. M. Firth and W. B. Emery. 
Using plans, excavation records, letters, and aerial photographs from these 
archives, the first part of this presentation will clarify the coverage and 
characteristics of the archaeological work, demonstrating how the available range 

mailto:matthew.adams@nyu.edu
mailto:salarconrobledo@g.harvard.edu
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of documents can be used to improve our understanding of the site. The second 
part of the paper presents a reconstruction of the general plan of the necropolis, 
including the unpublished structures whose locations have hitherto remained 
unknown. Although plans of individual tombs have survived, these only show 
the structures in isolation, which makes it difficult to piece the plans together into 
a reconstructed funerary landscape. This paper will show the potential and 
limitations of the methodology employed in this work, which has succeeded in 
reconstructing a sizable portion of the layout of the necropolis with a reasonable 
degree of accuracy. 
 
 

Scott J. ALLAN 
Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia 

scott.allan@hdr.mq.edu.au 

 
Second Dynasty Chronology: Problems and possibilities 

Our understanding of the Second Dynasty (c. 2890-2686 BCE) is hindered by 
unclear chronological reconstructions and a historical bias towards instability and 
conflict. These theories have impeded the development of a wholistic narrative 
based on archaeological evidence and limited textual sources. This paper clarifies 
the chronological inconsistencies and proposes a new chronological synchronism 
to provide a framework for further analysis of Second Dynasty material culture. 
Historically, the order of succession can only be partially reconstructed, with the 
later king-lists highly corrupted and ephemeral rulers poorly attested in 
contemporary material. This has resulted in the length of the Second Dynasty and 
individual reigns being difficult to determine. Absolute dates are providing new 
insights, however, many conflict with historical chronological estimates. This 
study focuses on contemporary material, such as seal impressions and vessel 
inscriptions, to identify the contextual relationship of rulers and their position in 
the order of succession. Further, recent absolute dates from the Levantine Early 
Bronze Age High Chronology and radiocarbon studies on material from Egypt 
will be examined to clarify Early Dynastic dates. A potential early intermediate 
period after the reign of Ninetjer suggests the repositioning of the Second Dynasty 
dynastic boundaries may be required. 
 
 

Raphaël ANGEVIN 
DRAC Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, Service régional de l’archéologie 

UMR 7041-ArScAn (VEPMO), France 

raphael.angevin@hotmail.fr 
 

Quelques talons cachés… Sur les stigmates de détachement des supports 
lithiques et leur effacement volontaire en Egypte protodynastique : quelques 

éléments de réflexion à partir des industries d’Abydos et Saqqarah Nord 

mailto:scott.allan@hdr.mq.edu.au
mailto:raphael.angevin@hotmail.fr
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La reconnaissance des modalités d’exécution de la taille du silex est au cœur de la 
démarche technologique appliquée depuis près de quarante ans à l’étude des 
productions lithiques pré- et protodynastiques. Pour autant, cette identification 
reste souvent délicate, en l’absence de témoignages directs issus de la mise en 
œuvre du débitage ou du façonnage. Cette difficulté tient, pour une large part, à 
la forte représentation des outils de transformation dans les séries 
archéologiques : ainsi, la confection d’outils d’extrémité (perçoirs, grattoirs, razor 
blades) a fréquemment entraîné la troncature des parties proximales des supports, 
introduisant d’importantes lacunes dans la lecture technologique des 
enlèvements. Cet état de fait est particulièrement sensible pour les assemblages 
funéraires où les éléments retouchés forment l’essentiel du cortège typologique. 
D’un point de vue économique pourtant, ces viatiques – qui renferment de 
nombreux sous-produits du débitage laminaire et du façonnage des grands 
couteaux – illustrent l’exécution de l’ensemble des chaînes opératoires qui leur 
sont associées, depuis la mise en forme des blocs jusqu’à la modification des 
supports. Or, sur la très grande majorité des artefacts, les stigmates du 
détachement (talon, bulbe) ont été volontairement – et paradoxalement – effacés, 
par fracture ou retouche intentionnelle. A partir de l’exemple des nécropoles 
d’Oumm el-Qaab/Abydos et de Saqqarah Nord, nous tenterons de démontrer 
que les assemblages funéraires lithiques protodynastiques ont été constitués de 
manière à signifier la captation des processus de production, tout en dissimulant 
les gestes à l’origine de leur exécution. Dans ce contexte, la « mutilation » des 
pièces lithiques traduirait la volonté de conserver secrets les savoir-faire 
impliqués dans un acte créateur dont la charge symbolique demeure extrêmement 
forte. 
 
 

Raphaël ANGEVIN 

DRAC Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, Service régional de l’archéologie 

UMR 7041-ArScAn (VEPMO), France 

raphael.angevin@hotmail.fr 
 

Christine LORRE 
Musée d’Archéologie nationale, Département d’archéologie comparée 

UMR 7041-ArScAn (VEPMO), France 
 

Le mobilier lithique du tombeau royal de Nagada (Égypte, Ière Dynastie) : un 
essai d’analyse taphonomique, technologique et spatiale 

 
La fouille du grand mastaba royal de Nagada, exécutée en 1897 par J. de Morgan, 
a livré un abondant matériel lithique qui n’a été que très partiellement publié 
jusqu’ici, en dépit de nombreuses mentions et références. A la faveur du 
récolement de ce mobilier, nous avons pu identifier plus de 80 objets conservés au 
musée d’Archéologie nationale de Saint-Germain-en-Laye (France) et au musée 

mailto:raphael.angevin@hotmail.fr
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égyptien du Caire (Egypte) : ils proviennent des différents espaces du monument 
attribué à la reine Neith-Hotep (Ière Dynastie, v. -3125), probable demi-sœur et 
épouse du roi Aha, régente du royaume unifié au côté de son successeur, Djer. 
Ces artefacts présentent des états de surface extrêmement altérés en raison de 
l’incendie du tombeau et nombre de pièces ont été fracturées sous l’action du feu, 
entraînant de profondes distorsions taphonomiques. Dans le cadre de ce travail, 
nous tenterons de restituer la cohérence originelle de cet assemblage, par la 
recherche de raccords entre ces fragments et l’étude technologique approfondie 
du mobilier inventorié. Puis, nous essaierons de déterminer les modalités de 
constitution de ces dépôts, à travers l’analyse de leur distribution spatiale. In fine, 
l’examen de cette documentation nous conduira à mettre en lumière les mises en 
scène associées à ce viatique funéraire, éclairant la charge symbolique qui lui était 
diversement accordée à la fin du IVe millénaire. 
 
 

Masahiro BABA 
Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan 

masahirobaba17@gmail.com 
 

Revealing the elite ritual landscape at Hierakonpolis 
 
Excavations in HK11C at Hierakonpolis have revealed the remains of intensive 
food production activities in the Naqada II period. Located near the HK6 elite 
cemetery in the desert wadi, HK11C is a well-preserved area of settlement 
remains. Here, investigations have uncovered a complex installation at Operation 
B consisting of five pit-kilns for pottery-making and five freestanding vats for 
preparing beer wort which was in use during Naqada IC-IIB. More recent 
research has uncovered a mud-brick structure at Operation C probably of mid to 
late Naqada II date. The 14 hearths and large quantity of domestic animal and fish 
bones found within it indicate that it also functioned as a food preparation facility 
on a scale that is well beyond domestic uses. Given their location, these food 
facilities must be linked with the elite cemetery, but where exactly their products 
were consumed has remained elusive. However, a recent magnetometer survey 
on a large area (120 x 140 m) stretching from the west side of Operation B to the 
edge of the wadi bordering the elite cemetery detected several large rectilinear 
anomalies. To test the results, a small sondage was set over the corner of one 
rectilinear feature and revealed a hard floor with a fence trench and several post 
holes. According to the magnetic map, this original wood-built structure is more 
than 20 m long and one of at least five large structures. It is probable that the food 
products were delivered to these buildings for the elite consumption during ritual 
activity such as funeral ceremonies and/or feasting. By the Naqada II period, the 
Hierakonpolis elite had created a ritual landscape in the desert wadi composed of 
tombs, monumental buildings and food production facilities, all of which were 
important components in the manifestation of their sacred and political power. In 

mailto:masahirobaba17@gmail.com
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addition, recent investigations on the northern tip of the HK6 elite cemetery 
detected the remains of ritual activity with votive offerings of clay figurines and 
special pottery apparently centred on a 2m-long ceramic statue of a 
hippopotamus. This ritual space could also be another component of the sacred 
landscape constructed by the elite. In this paper, the activities in the ritual 
landscape will be discussed in more detail, as well as the chemical determination 
of the beer content in pottery to assess its socio-political function. 
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Le vert, le rouge et le noir. Les couleurs de la peinture tégumentaires 
prédynastique 

 
Les palettes à fard ont suscité la curiosité des chercheurs au détriment de ce pour 
quoi elles ont été conçues : le broyage des matières colorées pour la confection de 
pigments. Ces derniers sont issus de minerais de trois couleurs :  vert, rouge et 
noir, que l'on trouve sous forme de traces, de poudre, de fragments ou de 
peinture.  
Les couleurs ne sont pas anodines, bien au contraire, elles véhiculent des 
significations complexes que l'on peut entrevoir. 
Dans le contexte prédynastique, l'étude présentée ici tente de comprendre la 
présence des pigments et des couleurs à travers leur nature, leur utilisation, leur 
organisation géographique, culturelle et leur contexte de découverte 
(emplacement par rapport au défunt et association à d'autres types d'artefacts 
dans la tombe).  
Les résultats s'appuient à la fois sur un nombre important de nécropoles (où 
toutes les mentions de matière colorées ont été prise en compte), dans un 
ensemble géographique et chronologique large, et sur les données du site d'El 
Adaïma. 
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The Lower Egyptian Culture and its evolution: new perspectives through the 

ceramic technology approach 
 

This paper aims at presenting the results of the technological study carried out on 
the pottery of Tell el-Iswid, Tell el-Samara and on a sample collection from Tell 
el-Fara’in/Buto. The objective was to characterise the pottery tradition of the 
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Lower Egyptian Culture to shed new light on the sociological landscape of the 
Delta during the 4th millennium BC, and to better understand the nature of the 
contacts with the Naqadan groups.  
Research has shown the strong correlation between technological behaviours and 
social groups. Individuals tend to do things the same way they are done by their 
group, thus maintaining the specificities of their cultural traits within their social 
group and making their cultural boundaries visible. Two identical pots can be 
realised using two different technics (e.g. pinched coils, crushed coils, moulding, 
etc.) and the adoption of a specific chaîne opératoire and its transmission through 
the generations is strictly linked to the cultural identity of a group. The strength 
of the technological approach lays precisely in the possibility of highlighting the 
potters and their organisation. Furthermore, understanding their contextual 
society and studying how rooted manufacturing modes are inherited and affected 
when the socio-political structure gets more centralised.  
The obtained and partly published results showed the presence of four chaînes 
opératoires: a local distinctive one of the Delta that predominates during Buto IIa-
b, an Upper Egyptian and a Levantine -both witnessed in these same phases by 
few imports- and finally the Fibrous Ware. The local tradition was practiced at the 
domestic level, remained stable over time, and testifies to a common origin and 
close ties between the communities of the Delta. During Buto IIIa the Naqadan 
imports increase, and some typical southern forms appear that are characterised 
by a clay paste practically indistinguishable from the local one but manufactured 
according to exogenous traditions; therefore, confirming that these forms were 
imported, and not locally imitated. During Naqada IIIA2-B this phenomenon 
results not only in the homogenisation of the pottery morphology but also in the 
adoption of non-local chaînes opératoires. The local tradition is in fact almost 
completely substituted by the exogenous one, and it only persists in the domestic 
context for a very limited production, indicating that the transition from the 
domestic to the workshop production in the eastern Delta was led at least initially 
by southern potters. 
Finally, the analysis of the Fibrous Ware highlighted its belonging to yet another 
technical tradition. The matching of this data with a bibliographical study on its 
spatial and chronological distribution throughout Egypt led to the conclusion that 
this ceramic is not typical of the Lower Egyptian communities, or at least not of 
those of the western Delta. 
To conclude, the present research permitted to characterise more in-depth the 
Lower Egyptian culture, to better understand the dynamics of state formation at 
the local level, and finally to highlight that the social landscape of the Delta and 
possibly of Egypt was likely more complex, featuring more groups other than the 
Naqadans and the Lower Egyptians. 
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A Peep at Tel Ma’ahaz: Was Its Early Bronze 1 Stratum an Egyptian 
Settlement in the Southern Levant? 

 
At the edge of a cliff overlooking Nahal Adorayim in the northern Negev is 
a low rise from which looters, at some time in the 1960s, extracted a 
significant number of ceramic vessels including a complete wine jar, a baking 
bowl (bread mould), numerous lotus bowls, small bottles, a stone macehead 
and a clay jar stopper. This small, but rather impressive assemblage of 
Egyptian imports and Egyptianized objects, after being notified of those 
finds, prompted the late Ruth Amiran, Ram Gophna and Itzhaq Beit Arieh to 
investigate the site. The result was a very small sounding, which eventually 
led to two short publications that brought this site to the attention of the 
archaeological community. 
Unfortunately, Ruth Amiran published a note based on that excavation, in 
which she claimed evidence of stratigraphy (an EB 4 level above and EB 1 
stratum), but which characterised the earlier level as an encampment. In 
another publication Gophna and Beit Arieh were able to obtain photos and 
drawings of some of the best-preserved objects. Those illustrations suggest 
the site was more likely a permanent settlement in late EB 1 (ca the period of 
Narmer) with significant Egyptian associations. 
In 2019 Matthew Adams, Marcin Czarnowicz and Eliot Braun visited the site 
and took aerial photographs. Their visual survey suggests significant 
potential for excavation there, which would allow for a real understanding 
of the looted assemblage’s significance. It could possibly inform whether Tel 
Ma’ahaz was the habitation of south Levantines who may have traded with 
Egyptians or whether it was similar to En Besor, a settlement primary 
peopled by Egyptians. This presentation will summarise available 
knowledge about the site and will place it in the context of Egyptian-
associated sites of the 4th millennium South Levant.  
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Building a more precise chronology of D-ware production: decoration, shape, 
context 
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Although absolutely emblematic of the Naqada II phase, the vessels deemed by 
Petrie “Decorated Ware” are still quite challenging in understanding the internal 
chronology of their production, which however lasts for almost two centuries 
according to the latest radiocarbon data. This is no doubt in part because of the 
strongly standardized nature of their decoration, both in the motifs chosen and in 
their structure and syntax, as demonstrated by Stan Hendrickx’s and Gwenola 
Graff’s works. In addition, studies devoted to painted vases have rarely focused 
on reconstructing the exact context of examples found in excavations (themselves 
quite rare) and on archaeological clues that may help date them more precisely. 
The difficulty in isolating the ceramological criteria of differentiation between 
phases IIC, IID and IIIA, finally (especially with the debates and corrections 
brought about by the material from Adaima) complicate this matter all the more, 
but they also make it all the more crucial to try to apprehend the dynamics proper 
to this period. 
Indeed, beyond the apparent uniformity of compositions and the restricted 
repertoire of motifs in D-ware, one can actually observe some degree of 
variability. A first project over the last few years has allowed some suggestive 
hypotheses about animal motifs; it appears, for example, that the presence of 
snakes is mostly restricted to a homogeneous ensemble which can be dated to the 
very first phases of D-ware production. Similarly, the last examples of this ceramic 
type show diagnostic formal criteria, such as the presence of ‘vultures’ or of 
specific boats, as John Darnell and Dirk Huyge recently pointed out. The current 
phase of the project now focuses on non-animal motifs, which are also those 
which show the biggest morphological variability: it is already demonstrated for 
the ‘Naqada plant’ as well as female figurines, but it is also the case, for example, 
of boat cabins, whose protrusions on the upper part can be either simple, double, 
or hook-shaped. 
This paper aims at exposing the preliminary results of this analysis of details, most 
comparable to the method proposed by Nadine Cherpion for the precise dating 
of Old Kingdom mastabas: identifying minute morphological elements varying 
from one instance to the other and analyzing their correlation patterns at the scale 
of the whole corpus. By combining this morpho-stylistical approach with better-
date criteria – some motifs dated in a quite precise way which act as fossile 
directeur, the ceramic shape and the archaeological assemblage whenever it is 
known –, it is possible to suggest a few milestones towards a finer chronology of 
D-ware vessels. 
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One or Many? Uncovering the varied uses of Predynastic Egyptian animal 
figurines 
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Excavations in Upper Egyptian cemeteries and settlements of the Predynastic 
period (Naqada IA–IID) have recorded animal figurines in both domestic and 
funerary contexts; however, these figurines, like other types of Predynastic 
figurines, are uncommon finds when compared to other object categories. 
Existing research has mainly focussed on small groups or collections of figurines 
usually originating from one site, providing a rich interpretation of that particular 
corpus and its potential function and significance. However, there is currently no 
work that examines the known corpus of zoomorphic figurines in their 
archaeological contexts to understand the nuances that likely exist within this 
group, particularly their intended functions and significances. 
This paper will provide an overview of my PhD research which seeks to collate 
the published corpus of provenanced zoomorphic figurines that have been 
excavated from Upper Egyptian settlements and cemeteries dated to Naqada IA–
IID (ca. 3,800–3,325 BCE) of the Predynastic period. It will examine the important 
geographical and temporal developments in their use and deposition, and key 
visual and material aspects of the corpus, including the types of animals 
represented. This in-depth analysis of the Upper Egyptian corpus will reveal that 
it was unlikely that zoomorphic figurines all served the same purpose. Instead, 
this paper will argue that they fulfilled a variety of functions which varied 
according to their archaeological context. 
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The flint miners’camps on the Galala plateau: WS013 in Wadi Nikhayabar 
 
Research on the flint mining complex of the Galala north plateau which has been 
carried out since 2014, has focused on the study of several logistic base camps to 
better understand their internal organisation, functioning and chronology. 
The most impressive of which is the WS013 site, located at the bottom of the Wadi 
Nikhaybar. Excavations conducted at this site since 2017 have indicated that it 
was a logistic base for the industrial production of flint knives and blades from 
the Early Dynastic Period to the Old Kingdom. The discovery of the blade caches 
shows that this building was used as a storage place before conveying production 
to the valley. 
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The study of a flint workshop located inside the building showed that flint 
knapper apprentices accompanied the expeditions and that they were trained by 
specialised craftsmen. 
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Recent excavations in the LEC settlement of Tell el-Iswid 
 

This paper will present the results of the ongoing research at Tell el-Iswid. Recent 
excavations focus on the Lower Egyptian Cultures levels and revealed a complete 
chronological sequence from Buto Ib-IIa to Buto IIIa. The Buto IIb levels have been 
studied over an area of 300 m2 and the first installation on the top of the Gezira 
has been reached over an area of 200 m2. New data provide the opportunity to 
clarify the dynamics of changes during the second part of the fourth millennium 
in the delta. 
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Real or imaginary: fortification walls in the iconography of the Proto- and 
Early Dynastic Periods 

 
The Egyptian palettes of the Protodynastic period and other evidence from the 
beginning of Dynasty I include representations of walled settlements about to be 
destroyed. The destruction of these settlements is presented in the framework of 
an iconographic discourse, highlighting violence as an attribute of the king. 
However, archaeological information about walls of those times is singularly 
scarce. In the Nile Valley, direct archaeological testimonies of defensive walls 
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correspond to those detected in Early Dynastic Elephantine. Outside the valley, 
until now, the strongest evidence corresponded to Tel es-Sakan, a most probable 
Egyptian fortress in present-day Gaza, contemporary to the Protodynastic 
palettes. As for defensive walls built outside the Nile Valley by non-Egyptians, 
the strongest evidence in the past pointed to later periods: the walled sites of the 
southern Levant of the Early Bronze II and III. 
But the current information coming from Tel Erani raises the existence of 
fortification walls already in the EB IB1 (the final part of the so-called Erani C 
horizon) in the centre-south of southern Levant. Furthermore, several almost 
contemporary sites in the northern part of southern Levant -such as Assawir, En 
Zippori, Tel Shalem, Tel Bet Yerah, and others-, also exhibit remains of defensive 
walls. The EB IB1 phase chronologically coincides with Naqada IIIA2, a period in 
which there is a strong process of social differentiation in Upper Egypt. The 
presence of goods from the Levant is evident in Upper Egyptian elite tombs, 
including Levantine ceramics and, in particular, a kind of jar that came from the 
Tel Erani area. 
At that time, Egyptian finds in the southern Levant are very scarce, if compared 
to the next stage (i.e. the EB IB2), when there is a strong Egyptian presence in the 
region mainly in sites like Tel es-Sakan, En Besor, and Tel Erani. If the elites of 
Upper Egypt obtained goods from the Levant during the EB IB1, this implies that, 
even before the process of “unification” that takes place from Naqada IIIB (=EB 
IB2), the Upper Egyptian elites may have had some knowledge of the existing 
fortification walls in the Levantine areas of origin of some significant prestige 
goods. If such were the case, in an equivalent way to the iconographic expression 
of the sacrifice of the foreign enemy, the destruction of walls could be a motive 
that would express the same idea of violent action towards foreigners. In the same 
way that Asiatics would be characterised by their facial appearance and clothing, 
these walls could have been another way of referring to Levantine populations. 
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Spatial organisation and architecture of the settlement at Tell el-Farkha from 
its origins to the appearance of the Naqadians 

The settlement at Tell el-Farkha was established by native Nile Delta inhabitants 
of the so-called Lower Egyptian culture, not later than during Naqada IIB times 
(contemporary with Buto IIa/b). At the end of the period Naqada IID1/D2, in a 
process of acculturation and assimilation with Upper Egyptians, it lost its specific 
character. Wooden houses were replaced with mudbrick buildings and the 
settlement organisation became different.  
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During the more than 250 years of its early history (about 3700-3450) the spatial; 
organisation of the settlement changed organisation as well as architectural 
development. 
The village was located on the edge of vast gezira, on the Nile Canal bank. 
Available cultivated land, exploitation of water resources, and location on the 
trade route between southern Levant and Upper Egypt were a source of wealth 
and dynamic development from Predynastic to Early Dynastic times.  
Excavations are still in progress but based on the previous excavations and test 
pits we can estimate the settlement area to be about 2 hectares. At the beginning, 
it covered an area of the western part of the Central and Western Kom. The 
southernmost part of the settlement was hidden under houses of the modern 
Ghazala village but its extension was confirmed by the Italian test pits in 1988 as 
well as Egyptian rescue excavations in 2018-2019. 
The Lower Egyptians houses were built only with wood and reeds covered by 
mud. The only remains of the buildings are furrows, postholes and daub 
fragments. Rectangular houses were about 3 m wide and 5-7 m long. Inside and 
outside were placed storage pits. Probably first breweries were raised during this 
time. D-shaped bricks were used in their construction.  
From the beginning,  we can observe a more developed organisation of the site. 
On the north-western side of the settlement (Central Kom) was raised a bigger 
construction, still made in wood, of the so called Lower Egyptian residence, 
whereas on the south-western edge of the site (Western Kom) a brewery centre 
was established. Other parts of the settlement were covered with ordinary houses 
or left free as an area of economic activity. During the last three seasons (2017-
2019) new structures on the Central and Western Kom were discovered and the 
plan of whole settlement is much more complete. 
Important changes took place in the later phase of Lower Egyptian Culture 
(Naqada IIC). Solid mudbrick walls were erected around the residence and the 
brewery but the rest of the building were still wooden made. Probably during this 
time, some inhabitants were resettled in the eastern part of the Tell (Eastern Kom), 
but remains of the wooden houses were found only on the northern edge of the 
Kom. 
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Boat models from the Early Dynastic settlement of Elkab: new insights in the 
archaeology of early pharaonic domestic contexts 
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Since 2009, the Royal Museums of Art and History are excavating the remains of 
a large settlement at the Upper Egyptian provincial site of Elkab. These 
excavations have yielded important new information regarding the early 
occupation of the site and the origin and establishment of the town. The oldest 
occupation phases date back to the early Predynastic but the most substantial 
settlement remains can be dated to the Early Dynastic period. Although the 
investigated surface is still very limited, the excavated domestic buildings and 
associated archaeological material provide valuable insights in the organisation 
of daily life at Elkab. 
During the excavation of a number of well-dated 2nd Dynasty houses, several 
fragmentary boat models were discovered. They are roughly modelled by hand 
and badly fired. These small objects raise interesting questions regarding 
everyday life in a provincial settlement at the onset of the 3rd millennium BC and 
other associated archaeological material. Boat models are indeed well known 
from a funerary or cultic sphere, but only a handful of them have ever been 
discovered in proper settlement contexts (Badari, Armant, Adaïma, 
Hierakonpolis, Nag el-Qarmila). Most of them are badly documented or are still 
unpublished. The recent study of boat models from Petrie’s South Town at 
Naqada confirms that such objects were indeed not always (if not ever) 
specifically manufactured to follow the deceased into their grave. 
Alongside statuettes and figurines, the presence of boat models inside settlements 
allows us to reconsider not only the various functions of these objects, generally 
considered to be ex-votos, but also their diachronic use from the Badari period 
until the end of the 2nd Dynasty. From a more global perspective, the Elkab 
settlement offers a unique opportunity to assess these still poorly discussed 
archaeological contexts with contemporaneous practices and methodologies. The 
securely dated 2nd Dynasty age of the domestic structures in which the models 
have been found is another valuable element, since most of this transitional period 
between the Protodynastic and the Old Kingdom is still too poorly understood. 
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Carpenters and shipwrights in Predynastic Egypt 

 
The socio-political development of Egypt in the 4th millennium BC influenced 
many areas of life. One of the results of the rise of centralised power was the 
appearance of numerous public buildings. Although mud brick has become the 
basic building material, it still has many elements, such as the roof truss, doors or 
windows, as well as interior furniture, made of wood. Ships were also built from 
the same material. It can therefore be said that there was a need in Egypt for 
skilled craftsmen who could handle wood. The 4th millennium BC also saw the 
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introduction of copper as a tool material. Some of the first items made of it were 
adzes, axes and chisels. The results of the analysis of the tomb furnishings indicate 
the occurrence of an interesting regularity. Many cemeteries, such as Tell el-
Farkha, Tell el-Murra, Adaima, Kafr Hassan Dawood and others, wear traces of 
burials with the same sets of tools. It included adzes, axes and chisels. This allows 
us to believe that in this case we are dealing with the burials of carpenters. 
In my presentation, I would like to discuss in detail the issue of the appearance of 
copper tool sets in graves of the predynastic period. I will discuss the methods of 
their use and the context of their finding, trying to prove that in the case of such 
burials, we can talk about the graves of carpenters. 
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The Eastern Nile Delta as the centre of interaction between Egypt and the 

Levant in the V and IV millennium BC: an analysis from the transformations 
and uses of landscape 

 

This research aims to attempt to review the processes that occurred in the Eastern 
Nile Delta towards the V and IV millennium BC within the framework of 
interactions with the Levant. Although numerous investigations have worked on 
this issue, the proposal of this work is to analyse -from the spatiality and 
Landscape Archaeology- the way in which transformations were developed in the 
modes of social-political and economic organisation and their articulation with 
contacts with the Levant. 
In this sense, we consider that the dynamics of interaction between both regions 
promoted both local and regional developments in the Eastern Nile Delta as 
relations with the Levant intensified. These dynamics, as they became more 
complex, would have allowed the generation of new social scenarios with 
profound transformations in their materiality and would have placed the Delta 
region as the centre of interaction for long-distance contacts. 
An important part of these developments is associated with the emergence of 
urban features such as those that can be witnessed in Tell el-Farkha. Therefore, 
the axes of this research will focus on the analysis of spatiality, the type and 
distribution of architectural structures and the "ways" of creating an "urban" 
landscape, together with the archaeological finds found there from the Levant 
(e.g. pottery, copper) and from far south regions (e.g. gold, ostrich shell). The 
results of these studies allow us to affirm that the urbanisation process in the Nile 
Delta -with different dimensions in its configuration to that of the Nile Valley- has 
had its own course with local developments being highly influenced by Levantine 
contacts and their link with the Upper Egyptian region. 
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Therefore, we argue that the urban development of the eastern region of the Delta, 
would have been promoted by the sustained relations with the Levant that 
intensified towards the middle of the 4th millennium BC. In this way, we consider 
that an investigation of these characteristics could allow us to shed light on the 
processes of the emergence of urbanisation in the Eastern Egyptian Delta with 
greater solidity. In this way, we propose a link with the interaction dynamics that 
have subsequently resulted in a process of social and spatial reorganisation in 
order to consolidate itself as a centre with urban features of great importance for 
the region.  
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The great mastaba of Tell el-Farkha revised. When, how and why? 
 

Nearly 20 years of Polish research at the cemetery of Tell el-Farkha revealed a 
multi-phase burial activity at the site. The excavated graves represent two main 
structural types: single and multi-chamber mud brick tombs, as well as simple pit 
burials, which sometimes were placed in pottery or basket coffins. But the most 
interesting and still mysterious feature found at the cemetery is a monumental 
building in the form of a mastaba, labeled no. 10 and dated to the period prior to 
the Egyptian unification. The structure’s regular design, way of construction, and 
actual reason of its erection for years has constantly been puzzling until 
excavation works in adjacent areas reached the bottom. 
Although the monumental structure had already been discussed, some issues 
have remained unclear, like its complicated stratigraphic position and its 
relationship to surrounding constructions. In 2019, field works in areas around 
the building reached their final stage, allowing us to interpret the structure from 
a much wider perspective. That is why, we will undertake the definitive attempt 
to answer the most important questions, such as:  the origin, phases and sequence 
of construction, workload needed to complete the project, date, function, and 
significance of the structure. We will try to solve this over 5000-year-old mystery 
by re-analysing all excavated materials, including pottery from layers above and 
below the building collected during 15 years of works in and around it, detailed 
analysis of final results of excavations, and 3D virtual modelling. 
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Upper-Lower Egypt interactions in the 4th millennium BC: the evidence 
provided by the pottery with 'rouletted decoration' from the Upper Egyptian 

Nile Valley 
 

Ceramic vessels displaying distinctive decorative bands of closely spaced, incised 
or impressed, tick marks, called 'rouletted decoration' amongst other names, have 
been retrieved in Egyptian Predynastic sites since the earliest modern 
archaeological investigations of the late 19th century. Subsequent research has 
shown that this pottery has other distinctive characteristics, such as its fabric, 
predominantly tempered with thin organic, sometimes wavy, inclusions, 
generally called 'fibrous ware' and associated with Lower Egyptian ceramic 
production. However, it occurs in small amounts at almost all major sites of both 
the southern and northern part of Egypt. Because of its wide distribution, this 
aspect of material culture has sometimes featured in discussions concerning 
Upper-Lower Egyptian interactions in the 4th millennium BC and been considered 
either as evidence of exchanges between communities of these two regions or as 
a possible reflection of a more homogeneous culture existing across the country 
than traditionally reconstructed for this time period (vs the Naqada – Lower 
Egyptian culture dichotomy). Progress in this debate, however, has been hindered 
by the lack of a comprehensive study of such distinctive ceramics that moves 
beyond the single-site level, in part due to the difficulty to obtain relevant 
information on e.g., ceramic fabrics, quantities from the earlier excavation reports. 
Building upon data collected since the 1980s, from ceramics held in a variety of 
museums and materials from more recent excavations in conjunction with newly 
published archival material and reports, we will present the results of a 
comprehensive re-examination of the corpus of 'roulette decorated' pottery from 
the Upper Egyptian Nile Valley. In particular, results from technological, 
typological, quantitative and distributive analyses will be presented, along with 
relevant comparisons with similar ceramics from Lower Egypt. The possible 
implications of this study for a better understanding of the complex web of 
interactions between these two major regions during the Predynastic will finally 
be discussed.  
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New insights into the textile chaîne opératoire in Pre and Early Dynastic 
Egypt: the role of splicing in thread production and its potential implications 

 

Climatic conditions in Egypt offer archaeologists the privilege of studying buried 
organic material that has often long disappeared in other geographical locations.  
Textiles can be particularly well preserved, and the past twenty years have seen a 
renewed investigation of such material from Egypt’s Predynastic and Early 
Dynastic periods.  In comparison to later times, surviving textiles from early 
periods are limited to a small number of sites predominantly funerary in nature.  
This material offers valuable insights on the development of early textile 
technology, as well as on the function of items manufactured from textile that 
were utilised in the mortuary assemblage. This paper will present current 
research into Predynastic and Early Dynastic material, focussing much of its 
attention on an important but still little-understood stage of the chaîne opératoire: 
the splicing of flax fibres into threads. 
Scholars have long accepted the use of splicing as part of Egyptian thread 
production technology, especially when adapted to bast fibre such as flax.  
Threads are produced by splicing (joining) together the ends of fibre bundles in 
an overlapping technique, often with fibres taken directly from the plant stalk 
with little or no retting (whereby stems are partially rotted to separate fibres).  The 
technique is often briefly mentioned, rarely explored in depth, and in some cases 
completely ignored.  Recently, a small number of researchers have started to 
remedy this lack of knowledge, studying the splicing process in great detail.  Their 
research has revealed that splicing was used in bast fibre thread technology as 
early as the Neolithic in Europe.  The evidence now points to a very long tradition 
in splicing technology, in both the Mediterranean and Europe, going back several 
millennia BCE.  
These new results need to be further compared to the early Egyptian material and 
many technological aspects remain to be clarified.  This presentation will bring 
forward new evidence from the sites of Hierakonpolis, Badari, Gerza, 
Mostagedda, Matmar, and Tarkhan, showing the ubiquity of splicing in textile 
technology during the years of state formation in Egypt.  It will explore the 
methodology of textile research, present the limitations of the material, show the 
need for establishing appropriate terminology (‘twisting’ rather than ‘spinning’ 
of spliced fibres), while highlighting their potential for our understanding of early 
thread production.  In doing so, this paper will contribute to the redefinition of 
the textile chaîne opératoire and shed a new light on this all-important craft in 
ancient Egypt 
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Textile production – an invisible industry 
 

Textile matters. It has always been important; as protection from the elements, 
showing gender, personal wealth, status, rank, and group affiliation. Textile was 
also a commodity to be traded, given to kings as gifts and used in ritual contexts 
such as burial shrouds for humans. From the coarse piece of textile found in the 
Fayoum dated c 5000 BCE to the Tarkhan tunic in fine quality dated to the end of 
the predynastic period, textile production developed rapidly. At the start of 
Naqada II, textile is produced in a good quality showing the textile workers’ 
expertise in spinning and weaving.  
However, very little material evidence besides the finished result is left of the 
process itself and the tools used, making textile production an invisible industry. 
The only iconographic evidence is the Badari Bowl showing two elements of the 
process, the measuring out the warp and the loom for weaving.  
To be able to detect the textile industry, it is instead necessary to look at its 
contexts, e.g., the landscape. Weaving requires a flat surface with firm earth for 
securing the all-important tension. Peg holes in the ground or walls might point 
to the measuring out of the warp, while collection of stones or other implements 
outside villages could signify a space to clean the flax. But also, other approaches 
can be used: Skeletal remains may show signs of repetitive stress of the lower back 
and arms, a real problem then as now for weavers. 
Of the spinning process, only the spindle whorl remains. This is a simple pierced 
pottery sherd whose weight provides tension during spinning, and thereby tells 
us how fine a thread can be spun with it. While in other cultures spindle whorls 
were personal and often decorated, the spindle whorls in Egypt are undecorated, 
and perhaps therefore mistaken for other tools such as fishing net weights. The 
context of the spindle whorls excavated may tell the story of who spun, and in 
what circumstances. 
  A better understanding of the process and the tools will secure a wider 
knowledge of the textile production and its importance in relation to rituals, 
administration, trade, and labour organisation.   
A small-scale working model of loom and spindle whorls will be presented 
during the poster session. 
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The s database and white Cross-lined vessels: toward a better understanding 
of C-ware vessels 

 

Predynastic vessels of Red-polished and Black-topped classes were occasionally 
decorated with white paint – the so-called C-ware vessels. They are among the 
most important type of material that the Egyptians used to convey sometimes 
complex concepts during the early Predynastic. Yet, ever since their initial 
discovery in the late nineteenth century, their study has been hampered by the 
lack of an overall corpus and by excavation reports that are not as detailed as 
desired. On numerous occasions, the original find contexts are no longer known 
or correctly identified in museums, while it is often impossible to determine 
where an object might be stored from a published excavation report, or indeed 
from W.M.F. Petrie’s Corpus.  
Petrie’s aim was not to offer a detailed analysis of C-ware vessels; yet his Corpus 
contained 163 ‘types’, which for nearly ninety years remained the only available 
catalogue: a useful tool, but with significant limitations. A more comprehensive 
corpus was published in print by G. Graff, who presented individually 192 C-
ware vessels.  
My own research interests led to the creation of an online database, the Predynastic 
Online Database (Ponda, www.ponda.org), a research tool that is freely accessible 
to all. At the time of writing, over 850 C-ware and 1800 D-ware vessels, as well as 
other corpora of predynastic material culture are in the process of being gradually 
published in Ponda, of which an initial result is to reconnect as many artefacts as 
possible with their original archaeological contexts (through excavation original 
documentation, published reports, markings on pots, distribution lists), with later 
studies and publications, and with museum data. The chosen online format offers 
multiple advantages, notably to be easily searchable and to allow for later 
additions and corrections.  
A major aim of Ponda is to be collaborative, with researchers invited to contribute 
their own, sometimes extensive, corpora, and to move toward getting a better 
understanding of predynastic culture. Insofar as C-ware are concerned, we can 
start to comprehensively question whether types of decoration are rarer than 
others, whether it is a regional phenomenon, what are the most common shapes 
of vessels used, and is that in itself significant to understand the decoration. Until 
recently, these issues and others, such as the authenticity of decoration, could only 
be studied through a very incomplete dataset, a gap that Ponda now fills, so long 
as information is preserved.  
This presentation aims at presenting the Ponda database as well as an overview of 
the global trends observed in relation to studying C-ware vessels. We hope to 
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demonstrate the importance of digital humanities for predynastic studies, and the 
necessity to create open source, global databases in order to handle the large 
amount of predynastic material excavated over the past 125 years or so. 
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Archaeological landscape of the Northern Necropolis of Gebelein in the light 
of current research 

 
The current program of archaeological field surveys in the Gebelein micro-region 
brought to light new data on its archaeological landscape. Pre- and Early Dynastic 
archaeological sites were located, their approximate sizes, and tentative dating 
established.  
The aim of this poster is to provide a closer look at the Northern Necropolis of 
Gebelein based on the current field research and archival material studies. The 
cemetery is significant for the research history of the Predynastic Period because 
it was one of the first, if not the first, Predynastic cemetery site to be excavated by 
the Service des Antiquités in 1885 and yielded numerous Predynastic artefacts 
that were subsequently published. Although, they were originally wrongly 
attributed to the time span from the late Old Kingdom to the Middle Kingdom, 
they were soon re-dated and have contributed to scholarly discussions about the 
origins of ancient Egypt.  
Due to the recognition of significant archaeological features and artefacts from the 
Northern Necropolis, this area is proposed to have been the burial ground for the 
local elite. This includes the renowned Gebelein linen and numerous C and D-
ware ceramics. Furthermore, Early Dynastic tombs with mud-brick lining were 
reported by researchers investigating the area previously, however, they were 
never sufficiently described and published. 
Recent field research results by the Gebelein Archaeological Project detected two 
anomalies through geophysical prospection. One of them is clearly visible on the 
geophysical map and has the shape of a brick-lined tomb. Pottery found in the 
vicinity of the anomalies is dated to the early Naqada III period, therefore, 
prompting the interpretation that these are Early Dynastic tombs.  
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As a result of these efforts, it is confirmed that the Northern Necropolis had been 
used since the Naqada I period onwards and its early archaeological landscape 
may be tentatively reconstructed. 
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From Economics to Politics. On the origins of proto-state capitals 
 

There are archaeological sites along the Nile in Egypt that are thought to be the 
remains of proto-state capitals, i.e. Hierakonpolis, Gebelein, Naqada, Hiw, 
Abydos-This, Tarkhan, and Helwan.  
When looking at their spatial distribution, one can observe that these sites were 
in equidistant locations of about 50 km apart (except for Middle Egypt, where no 
Naqada I and II settlement and funerary sites have been attested). The distance 
between Tarkhan and Helwan is also about 50 km. Thus, the questions are, what 
is the origin of this phenomenon and what can it mean?  
If applying the Central Place Theory by Walter Christaller, which explains the 
even distribution of large settlements, the answer would be that proto-state 
capitals originated from economic centres. The morphology of the Nile valley 
from the First Cataract to the apex of the Delta is more or less similar and 
resources are also more or less equally distributed. Thus, trading and goods 
manufacturing centres were developing equidistantly to fill the needs of 
surrounding agricultural settlements. The non-agricultural activities of these 
economic centres were progressing. Due to their artefact production role, they 
have spread their styles into their respective regions.   
This theory can be substantiated by analysing the material culture evidence from 
southern Egypt and identifying the local styles of artefact manufacturing. 
Previous studies of pottery and flint tools indicate the existence of regions with 
local styles, such as those centred around Hierakonpolis and Naqada.  
The current research on the archaeological sites of Gebelein brought to light new 
evidence concerning the production of C-wares. This place is the second biggest 
concentration of these kinds of pots that have unique decorative features. This 
could have been the result of Gebelein’s economic role and maybe its political 
significance. Further studies on other types of wares and chert tools are in 
progress.  
It may be proposed that the aforementioned proto-state capitals were originally 
places of production, trade, and then they developed further into political centres. 
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Micro-plant remains: witnesses of production economy, ancient materials and 
techniques 

 
The Tell el-Iswid South site is a predynastic site located in the eastern Nile delta, 
40 km northeast of Zagazig.  
The lowest levels reveal structures and material from the Lower Egypt Cultural 
Complex (CBE2). The upper levels, displaying mud brick walls and tombs, 
correspond to the Naqada III phase. Two main phases of occupation were thus 
determined for the predynastic period: Iswid A (CBE) and Iswid B (Naqada III). 
Archaeobotany was integrated into the study of the site from the beginning of the 
research in 2006. It involves the study of pollen and starch grains, fibres and 
phytoliths.  
Plant micro-remains can provide data which, alongside results from other fields 
of study, make it possible to understand the evolution of cultures and the 
transition from one socio-cultural form to another as the state is establishing itself 
at the end of the IVth millennium. 
The first results showed a production economy based on the cultivation of emmer 
wheat (Triticum dicoccon) and hulled barley (Hordeum vulgare). At Tell el-Iswid, 
cereals play an important role in the food economy since the beginning of the 
Lower Egypt cultures. While the exploitation of cereals remains predominant 
throughout the sequence, the presence of leguminous crops and fruits indicates a 
richer diet during the Naqadian period. 
The phytoliths extracted from the samples, selected in collaboration with 
archaeologists, provide evidence regarding the materials and techniques that 
were used during the IVth millennium. 
While the results obtained from the stratigraphic units provide information on the 
use of space, those obtained from the analysis of hearth residues disclose the 
nature of the fuel used and its potential relationship to the use of an oven. 
Information on the construction and use of pits and silos is also noted. 
From sediments collected on grinding tools, phytoliths offer significant clues to 
identify the plants used and the different stages of cereal processing. 
Phytoliths can also help identify the plants used as vegetal temper in the 
manufacturing of mud-bricks and ceramic products, and demonstrate the use of 
wooden posts linked to mud-brick Naqadian buildings.  
Phytoliths also provide information in a funerary context, as most of the deceased 
were wrapped in mats whose nature can sometimes be identified. 
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Organizing Life and Death: Institutions in the Reign of Khasekhemwy 
 

The re-excavation of the tomb of Khasekhemwy, the last king of the Second 
Dynasty, at Umm el-Qa’ab/Abydos by the German Institute of Archaeology led 
to the discovery of approximately 10.000 fragments of seal impressions. With 
approximately 450 different seals (or fragments thereof), they represent the largest 
Early Dynastic corpus of inscriptions from a single reign so far. These sealings 
were applied to containers of different materials and shapes: pottery and stone 
vessels, boxes made of wood, palm panicles or ivory, and baskets.  
Their inscriptions can be divided into two broad categories: those mentioning 
royal names and those without. The royal inscriptions are rather regular, 
displaying the king’s name written in a serekh in every second column. The texts 
between the serekhs mention locations, institutions, gods and responsible 
persons, rarely products.  
Many inscriptions on the royal seals can be linked to specific areas of Upper and 
Lower Egypt, either as names of entire nomes or, more specifically, as those of 
single locations. In some cases, certain gods indicate the position of an 
administrative unit. While some of the areas and sites are well known from 
excavations, others are still terra incognita in Early Dynastic archaeology (e.g., the 
western Delta). Furthermore, some inscriptions hint at the hierarchy or 
responsibilities of certain units that perhaps performed specialised tasks, 
suggesting that a single institution might have consisted of different branches 
covering a larger area than is usually accessible through excavation.  
The non-royal seals mention private individuals, at least three of which were 
members of the royal family. Others were scribes or seal bearers of different 
institutions or occupied different positions within the administration. They were 
often described with certain epithets that highlighted their (good) relationship to 
their king or superior. Since some of the non-royal seals were applied to sealings 
with royal seals, the function of the different institutions can be further specified.  
The sealed containers are another source of information: The majority of sealings 
were attached to pottery vessels (wine jars as well as ovoid or egg-shaped vessels), 
but a substantial number belonged to boxes made of palm fibres. While the use of 
vessels just indicates the storage of liquids, the inscriptions suggest the presence 
of wine. Stone vessels, mostly so-called kohl-vessels, were also closed with 
sealings but often without impressions. They probably contained oils, resins, or 
ointments. The content of boxes presumably ranged from fruit to textiles to gold, 
being as diverse as was the material for the boxes (palm branches, wood, or ivory). 
While research usually focuses on single groups of objects, the present study 
attempts to combine several aspects: Products, containers and inscriptions not 
only help reconstructing the content of a royal burial, but also support an 
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educated guess on the extent of royal access to resources in all parts of the country 
at a single moment in Egyptian history. The similar treatment of different parts of 
the country by Early Dynastic administrative authorities allows statements on the 
extent of the state territory.  
 

 

Sandy FERRI  
Université Toulouse Jean Jaurès, Toulouse, France 

ferri.sandy@yahoo.fr 

 

Analysis of the decorated pottery of Tell el-Iswid. Preliminary results of a 
typo-stylistic study 

 

The poster presents the preliminary results of a typo-stylistic study carried out on 
the decorated pottery of Buto II at Tell el-Iswid, in the Nile Delta. All the 
decorations present on the site have been described with the aim of constituting a 
frame of reference and elaborate a database. Thus, thanks to the implementation 
of this data processing, typo-stylistic codes were put in place to produce statistics 
on the decorations present on the site. The results will make it possible to pinpoint 
the most representative decorations but also the peculiarities, changes and 
disappearances of certain types of decorations. In particular, one of the main goals 
of the project is to investigate the nature of the impressed and incised decorations 
that are characteristic of the Buto IIb phase. The analysis coupled with the results 
of the technological study that has been carried out in the last few years on the 
site will highlight the eventual specificity of this pottery production within the 
frame of the Lower Egyptian Culture. 
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The Oldest Town of Kom Ombo? New Evidence from the Recent Work of the 
Egyptian-Austrian Mission 

 
The modern town of Kom Ombo lies approximately 45 km north of Aswan, on 
the eastern bank of the Nile. The archaeological site, some 3 km to the east, is well 
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known for its Graeco-Roman temple complex but is mentioned in ancient texts 
from the First Intermediate Period. In 1979, parts of the adjacent tell were 
identified as of an Old Kingdom date because of a surface pottery survey. 
However, these remains have only recently been the focus of systematic 
archaeological investigations, by the rescue excavations of the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities and USAID (2015–2018). 
The work of the joint Egyptian-Austrian mission at the site started in 2017 and has 
significantly contributed to the better understanding of the history of the town. 
Notably, the remains of a settlement and a cemetery spanning the Old Kingdom 
and the First Intermediate Period have been discovered. Moreover, recent 
evidence has emerged indicating an even earlier date for the town. In a deep test 
trench, below four phases of the Old Kingdom settlement (3rd to the later 5th 
dynasty), pottery typical of the Early Dynastic period as well as associated Early 
Dynastic seal impressions were found. This indicates that Kom Ombo was settled 
prior to the Old Kingdom. Our paper will present the new results of the Egyptian 
- Austrian work and focus on the Early Dynastic remains in a regional perspective. 
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The Decorated Body in Predynastic Egypt 

 
Previous examination of well-preserved bodies from the predynastic cemetery at 
Gebelein held in the British Museum using the infrared spectrum revealed the 
presence of figural tattoos on the arms and shoulder of two individuals (male and 
female). Further in-depth examination of these and other well preserved remains 
in the British Museum collection and elsewhere has been successful in detecting 
not only more tattoos, but also other, previously unsuspected, types of permanent 
body modification. Notably, all seven of the individuals held in the British 
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Museum now appear to display some form of modification suggesting that such 
practices were relatively commonplace (at least at Gebelein) and, according to the 
radiocarbon dates obtained from these decorated bodies, endured over an 
extended period of time (c. 3800-3100BC). 
This paper will present the expanded corpus of evidence for body modifications 
discovered thus far and discuss the different modes of application, the location on 
the body and the distinct artistic styles and motifs that have been detected. 
Although the view of this phenomenon is still limited, the new observations can 
enhance our understanding of visual culture and iconography in use and relevant 
to daily life, as well as alert us to hitherto unknown elements of self-presentation 
in the Predynastic period. 
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Discoveries old and new – AKAP’s ongoing research on the Predynastic/Early 
Dynastic rock art of the First Cataract region 

 
The Aswan-Kom Ombo Archaeological Project has been active in the First Nile 
Cataract region since 2005 with the aim of reconstructing the human occupational 
landscape at an important Nilotic crossroads. AKAP has documented a large 
quantity of rock art sites, both along the Nile Valley and the desert hinterland. 
While some of the most impressive sites have already been partially published, 
there is much more evidence that has not yet been reported. Recently, a highly 
engraved wadi located some 45 km east of Aswan has been discovered. It offers 
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thousands of petroglyphs ranging from the Epipalaeolithic period to Late Antique 
and Medieval times, many of which are dated to Predynastic/Early Dynastic 
times. This paper aims on the one hand to introduce this very impressive wadi, 
which has the potential to challenge research paradigms in current Nilotic rock 
art studies, and on the other hand to provide up-to-date insights on the important 
work done in recent years by AKAP regarding rock art. 
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Introducing the BORDERSCAPE Project 
 

The presentation will introduce the BORDERSCAPE Project and present 
preliminary results from its first year of research. The project is a 
multidisciplinary endeavour that investigates how the rise of the Egyptian state 
at the end of the 4th millennium BCE impacted and transformed the socio-spatial 
landscape of the Nile’s First Cataract region. The process of state formation 
instigated profound changes in the socio-economic structure of ancient Egypt, the 
earliest territorial polity in human history, with many archaeological changes 
visible at the newly established southern border. Instead of reifying the 
unification of the Pharaonic state as a dividing event between periods “before” 
and “after”, the BORDERSCAPE Project seeks to evaluate this process along a 
historical continuum aided by a wide variety of archaeological, epigraphic, and 
geophysical data.  
The project has three goals: first, it seeks to reconstruct the ancient settlement 
landscape and understand patterns of growth, development, and abandonment 
in the Nile’s First Cataract Region; second, it seeks to understand how the natural 
landscape was used for economic, religious, and ritualistic purposes through 
reconstructing ancient patterns of land use. In particular, it has prioritised 
understanding interconnections, visibility, and pathways between sites as well as 
identifying moments of change or discontinuity. Finally, the project investigates 
the social landscape of the region, using archaeological data to identify how group 
identity or ethnicity was displayed both in Elephantine and the hinterlands of the 
First Cataract region. The BORDERSCAPE Project evaluates how the Dynastic 
state dealt with the fluid identities and mobility of the populations in its 
borderlands compared to the earlier Predynastic Period and how the border-
formation process affected the interplay with the Nubian A-Group polity.  
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An investigation of the link between changing titles and administrative 
reforms in Early Dynastic Egypt 

 
The study of titles in Pharaonic Egypt has become one of the cornerstones of 
our methods of understanding elements of Egyptian society. Aside from 
large-scale scholarly examinations of the origins of administrative, religious, 
and honorific titles, we have more specified works that deal with how we can 
extrapolate information about administrative structures based upon the 
presence of administrative titles. However, the vast majority of this 
scholarship only deal with administrative titles from the Old Kingdom 
onwards. Even when Early Dynastic examples are considered within these 
works, it is often done to highlight the continuity through these periods, 
rather than a true analysis of the structures of the time. This scholarship 
hopes to fill the void that exists around Early Dynastic administrative titles. 
Through examining various groupings of titles associated with land 
holdings, commodities, regions, and various high-ranking titles, it will show 
that there was a complex system of bureaucracy in existence during the Early 
Dynastic period. Furthermore, through an analysis of the changes that occur 
within the titles during this period, we can see how they are reflective of 
greater administrative reforms, and the overall development of the state. 
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The implementation of a temporal framework in Early Dynastic Egypt, and its 
administrative implications 

 
The notion of a temporal framework within Ancient Egyptian culture is intrinsic 
to our understanding of the culture itself. The way in which time was 
conceptualised, implemented, and perceived within Ancient Egypt impacts the 
way we view key components of its past such as regnal years, taxation, and even 
the relative dating of certain events. Despite the importance of this 
understanding, analysing the temporal frameworks has often been limited to 
explorations from the Old Kingdom onwards, with little attention being paid to 
the Early Dynastic period. 
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This research will demonstrate the concerted effort that was made towards the 
implementation of a temporal framework in Early Egypt. It will show that this 
framework aided in the consolidation of the power of the ruler by reinforcing their 
control over administration, before evolving to accommodate the growth and 
development of the bureaucracy, and the wider Egyptian state. 
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From human bones to human bodies: reconstituting Pre- and Early Dynastic 

burial practices through an archaeothanatological approach 
 

The purpose of archaeothanatology - or archaeology of the dead - as defined by 
H. Duday in the 1980s is to investigate mortuary practices by focusing both on the 
biological and taphonomical study of the skeleton. Careful examination of the 
position of the bones, artefacts and architectural features enables an 
understanding of the initial organisation of the burial. It can also reveal the 
presence of perishable goods like wooden frames, coffins, shrouds, garments, etc. 
The aim of this approach is to demonstrate noticeable mortuary gestures 
surrounding the deceased. 
In the Egyptian context one might argue that the well-preserved state of bodily or 
organic remains renders this approach irrelevant. However, high level of 
preservations are, in fact, far from systematic. In many burials, corpses are already 
skeletonised when discovered. In such cases, only an archaeothanatological study 
can provide a deeper understanding of funerary practices. The results from 
applying archaeothanatological methods over the past decades on several pre- 
and protodynastic cemeteries indicate its high relevance. It was therefore of 
interest to try it on the results of ancient excavations, which was one of the aims 
of my doctoral research. 
To analyse the evolution of mortuary treatments of corpses from the Early 
Predynastic to the end of the Old Kingdom, I extensively investigated 
archaeological documents and archival sources concerning Egyptian cemeteries 
dating from this period. The in-depth taphonomical analysis of three hundred 
selected burials allowed me, in several cases, to suspect the initial presence of 
containers or shrouds made of organic materials. Furthermore, considering the 
recurrence of some specific anomalies in joint dislocations, some corpses may 
have undergone at least natural mumification processes, whether before or after 
the burial. Those anomalies, together with the taphonomical data available, shed 
light on decay/mumification processes in desert or semi-desert areas. Finally, the 
re-examination of some burials previously excavated in light of current 
archaeothanaotlogical knowledge sometimes allows us to propose other possible 
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interpretations. For all the above reasons, this field of study is well worth 
pursuing, both in cemeteries currently and formerly excavated. 
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Rescue Excavations at Manshiya and Naqada South, Naqada Region, Upper 
Egypt 

 
This poster will present the results of the 2022 season of the Naqada Regional 
Archaeological Survey and Heritage Management Project of the EES – University of 
Winchester Mission. Rescue excavations are planned to be undertaken at the 
Predynastic – Protodynastic – Early Dynastic sites in the Naqada Region, Upper 
Egypt at Manshiya / Kh.3 and Naqada South PWT112 (De Morgan’s ‘Royal Tomb 
Cemetery’). See also the presentation at this conference by Tassie, Rowland and 
van Wetering. 
Manshiya was discovered in 1975 during the survey of T.R. Hays (North Texas 
State University). Between 1977 and 1980, the site was excavated by F.A. Hassan 
(Washington State University). The site, also known as 75/3, Kh.3, Khattara 3 and 
Menchia, consists of a large settlement and two associated cemeteries: one on the 
north side of the settlement (identified as Cemetery I-VI based on the grid 
location) and one on the south side (Cemetery XIV). Within the latter, five graves 
were investigated. During the 2018 survey, the site was re-located and while 
about two-thirds (central-northern parts) of the site is now under cultivation, 
cemetery XIV is still partially accessible, as the rescue excavation in 2018 of an 
exposed Naqada III burial shows. In the southwest of the site, parts of the 
settlement are also still accessible.   
Naqada South was discovered by J. de Morgan in around 1896 and consists of a 
large cemetery with regular graves dated to the ‘Archaic Period’ by the excavator, 
and at least three very large mastaba tombs north of the cemetery. Besides the 
largest of the three mastaba tombs (known as the Royal Tomb), De Morgan 
excavated an unknown amount of graves within the large cemetery but hardly 
published any of his research. Most of the site is now under cultivation but a small 
strip in the form of a wide pathway crosses the large cemetery east-west, and in 
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2018, several graves were noticed along the western part of this pathway as well 
as several broken vessels.  
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New insights into the pottery of the earliest occupation layer at Tell el 
Fara'in/Buto 

 
Recent excavations at Tell el-Fara‘in/Buto exposed the beginning of the 
occupation of the site and yielded new results that supplement those of previous 
excavations carried out in the 1980s and 1990s. The new evidence clarifies the still 
insufficiently defined stratigraphy of the earliest layers and provides more detail 
for their so far only summarily published material culture. 
Of special interest is the oldest settlement layer I (formerly named Buto Ia by Th. 
von der Way) and its exceptional position compared to subsequent layers, which 
is indicated by remarkable differences in the material culture and in the range of 
animal bones pointing to a different subsistence strategy. 
The pottery inventory of layer Buto I comprises ca. 70% vessels of Southern 
Levantine style finished on the potter's wheel, predominantly V-shaped bowls, 
and ca. 30% of brown and black polished handmade Lower Egyptian wares. 
Whilst the former group can be associated by shape and decoration with the Late 
Chalcolithic of the Southern Levant, the latter can be partially paralleled with the 
Late Neolithic of Lower Egypt, e.g., at El Omari and Qasr es-Sagha. Additionally, 
the first shape elements of the Maadi pottery tradition can be observed. Strikingly, 
the Levantine style pottery is not imported but made locally, mostly from sandy 
Nile silt tempered with a little organic material. This assessment was made 
already previously but is now confirmed by petrographic analysis. The evidence 
points to a presumable co-existence of late Neolithic Egyptian and late 
Chalcolithic Southern Levantine population groups at Buto. However, the 
petrographic analysis also proved the existence of V-shaped bowls manufactured 
from shale clay that likely originated in the southern part of Egypt or in the 
Western Desert. Hence, the cross-cultural relations within the Nile valley and 
between Egypt and the Southern Levant during the early fourth millennium seem 
to have been much more complex than hitherto believed. 
The paper will present and summarise this pottery evidence. 
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Some remarks on the stratigraphy of Tell el-Fara‘in - Buto 
 

The stratigraphy of Buto’s pre- and Early dynastic occupation and its division into 
five main phases and several subphases was first established by Thomas von der 
Way during the late 1990s. Since then, this disposition has been widely used by 
scholars for archaeological comparisons between Buto and other sites. However, 
not all subphases had been described clearly and some crucial questions were not 
answered because of the restricted size of the excavations. This applies especially 
to the beginning of the occupation (layer Buto Ia after von der Way) and the so-
called “transitional phase“ (“Übergangsschicht” Buto IIIa) which was characterised 
by von der Way solely by the gradual disappearance of pottery manufactured in 
Lower Egyptian tradition. 
The results of the excavations in Buto during the last decade allow us to re-
evaluate the stratigraphical sequence and to suggest a partly revised disposition 
on the basis of the exposed structural remains and the pottery evidence. The 
poster will summarise these results in comparison with the previously established 
stratigraphy by von der Way.   
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Rhomboid is not just a shape 
 

Rhomboidal palettes are generally only considered as characteristic objects of the 
early phase of the Naqada period. Beyond dating possibilities and their obvious 
use for grinding pigment, they rarely receive attention in and of themselves. 
Further, their geometric shape is not without meaning, as generally assumed. As 
a start, it should be noted that the rhomboidal shape is not ideal for grinding 
pigment when compared to round or rectangular palettes which offer a more 
suitable working surface. The choice of the shape is a deliberate one and a number 
of such palettes are so small that they should rather be considered amulets. Also, 
there are extremely large examples, measuring over 60 cm, which can hardly have 
been very practical either. The particular status of rhomboidal palettes is also 
illustrated by the fact that nearly all of the decorated palettes (ca. 50 examples) of 
the Naqada I-IIA/B period are rhomboidal.  
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Rhomboidal shaped objects are not limited to palettes. The remarkable 
rhomboidal flint knives are obviously also related. They testify of the exceptional 
craftmanship of their makers and are beyond doubt ritual objects as is indicated 
by the lack of actual traces of use and their find circumstances, at least where 
known. The importance given to these knives is also illustrated by their occasional 
reuse in elite contexts, centuries after they were made. Possibly, a link between 
these two categories of rhomboidal object can be made through a few remarkable 
imitations of knives in greywacke, often considered to be fakes although this does 
not seem to be the case. 
The interpretation of the meaning of the rhomboidal shape is not straightforward. 
A few exceptional rhomboidal palettes at the same time depict crocodiles and at 
least in one case a male individual with a long triangular beard. Also, rhomboidal 
palettes can be surmounted with an emblem inspired by bovid horns or a 
combination of the latter with birds’ heads. All the mentioned elements can hardly 
hold the same meaning. The rhomboidal shape is rather to be considered a visual 
“carrier” with a general meaning to be used with other semantic elements. This 
will be elaborated further in the presentation. 
The apparently rather abrupt disappearance from the archaeological record, and 
therefore from the social practice, of rhomboidal palettes and knives is also of 
importance. The possible conceptual continuation and evolution of the 
rhomboidal shape will also be discussed.  
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Geophysical surveying in Hierakonpolis - a summary 
 

The purpose of this presentation is to summarise the results of the geophysical 
surveys conducted in Hierakonpolis over the past 20 years. The verification by 
excavations of a number of structures discovered as a result of the surveys has 
undeniably demonstrated the high efficiency of the method for detecting areas of 
an industrial, settlement and mortuary nature. 
The research was carried out using the magnetic method, with a fluxgate 
gradiometer of 0.1 nT resolution. The sampling grid was 0.25 x 0.50 m. A total of 
10 ha has been surveyed over the years. 
Measurements on the northern side of the enclosure of Khasekhemwy (the Fort) 
led to the detection of several brewery installations, and has significantly refined 
and expanded the image of this industrial area (HK24) and the brewing industry 
obtained from excavations alone. Research conducted on the north-eastern side of 
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the enclosure also provided important information on the geomorphology of the 
region, as well as revealing the likely location of the clay mines used in the 
construction of Khasekhemwy’s mudbrick monument with implications for 
construction methods.  
The survey of the elite cemetery at HK6 at first appeared to image only the 
damage inflicted by the looting of the graves, but excavations have revealed a 
closer correspondence than expected. This suggests that the magnetic map can 
help to recreate the size and layout of this important cemetery. In particular, this 
applies to the later phase of cemetery activity as based on the magnetic readings. 
Tomb 111, a brick lined tomb of the Naqada III period was discovered and 
explored with remarkable results.  
The most interesting results were provided by the survey of HK11C, where high 
amplitude anomalies were shown to be well-preserved brewery installations—
the earliest in Egypt. In addition, the survey also revealed the unexpected 
presence of mudbrick structures as well as, most recently, a series of linear 
anomalies that appear to be the construction trenches for large, originally wood-
post  structures, according to test verifications.  These discoveries have radically 
redefined the nature of this remote locality, once considered to be a herding camp.  
The anomalies detected in the north-eastern part of HK11C have been interpreted 
as fireplaces, domestic hearths and refuse pits, which indicate that this area was 
once a settlement. The extent of the anomalies was useful in defining its size.  
The research in Hierakonpolis is a perfect example of how archaeologists use the 
information provided by geophysical surveys, which on the one hand contribute 
to the improvement of the efficiency of the excavation process, and on the other 
hand - provide necessary knowledge for the correct interpretation of geophysical 
images.  
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The re-evaluation of the cemetery of Turah: new queries and first results 
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The Turah cemetery was discovered in 1903 after intense rainfall. In early 1910, 
Hermann Junker, the field director of the newly formed Austrian archaeological 
mission, began excavations in Turah, which lasted less than three months (Jan 1–
March 19, 1910). Nevertheless approximately 600 tombs were cleared and 
hundreds of finds were registered. 
On the basis of a grant by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF P-31551) given in 
September 2018 it was possible to re-document the material of the Turah cemetery 
which is spread over several museum collections in Europe with the bulk staying 
in Vienna. It was always unfortunate that Junker’s publication hindered a 
thorough evaluation of this important cemetery, as he took mainly photographs 
but neglected the drawing of the tombs and objects. While a proper re-
documentation of the tombs is not possible, as the site is now covered by modern 
buildings, we documented the objects according to modern standards, with hand 
drawings, photographs, and a detailed database. It is also the aim to present the 
assemblages according to the respective tombs in which they were found, when 
this was possible to determine. Another important aspect is the reconstruction of 
the historical background of the excavation, the circumstances of its discovery and 
the methods applied. 
As expected with many older museum collections, challenges were present when 
reconstructing tomb contents and it was not possible to do this in all cases. 
Nevertheless, the new documentation will allow for more thorough analyses 
concerning typologies, chronological, sociological and other issues. As a part of 
the re-evaluation of the available material, neutron activation analysis (NAA) was 
applied to a subset of available ceramic samples. Subsequent statistical analysis 
and comparison with international databases provides important insight into the 
source of the samples collected. Based on the chemical data and fabric 
characterisations, samples were selected for thin section petrography to analyse 
the paste and inclusions. This information was used to assess production 
sequence, workshop output, and the movement of ceramic vessels. 
All documents will be presented in an online-database at the end of the project, 
while an illustrated catalogue of the tombs with the objects as well as analyses 
and evaluations will be presented in printed form. 
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Portable optically stimulated luminescence (pOSL) analysis at the tomb of 
Queen Meret-Neith, Abydos 

 
This poster presents the preliminary results of the first use of portable optically 
stimulated luminescence (pOSL) technology at the new excavations of the tomb 
of the First Dynasty Queen Meret-Neith, Umm el-Qa’ab, Abydos. 
Here, a pOSL reader is used to construct relative dating profiles of a variety of 
archaeological contexts and material at the site, including e.g. stratigraphic layers, 
tomb construction/destruction phases and ceramic materials. This poster will 
present the results of our initial pOSL analyses, examining the pOSL dating 
profiles and their interpretation from Tomb Y specifically and the Umm el-Qa’ab 
more generally.  
This poster will also introduce pOSL technology more broadly and discuss its 
applications to future archaeological research in Egypt, illustrating how pOSL 
readers have been used with great success in other archaeological regions around 
the world. We will further demonstrate how pOSL readers can be used in the field 
to guide excavation strategies and how they provide us with a powerful tool to 
further improve our understanding of archaeological chronologies in situ. 
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Absorbed residue analysis of funerary ceramics from the Early Dynastic 
cemetery of Maassara (Helwan) 

 
This talk will present the results of organic residue analysis of ceramic sherds 
from the Early Dynastic cemetery of Maassara (Helwan), excavated by Swedish 
archaeologist Hjälmar Larsen in the late 1930s.  
Larsen, instead of discarding ceramic fragments (as was the wont of his 
contemporaries), retained even undiagnostic material and returned with them to 
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Sweden. The material is now part of the collection at the Museum of 
Mediterranean and Near Eastern Antiquities in Stockholm. 
The ceramic material present in the collection spans a time period of 
approximately the late Early Dynastic Period to the early Old Kingdom and 
contains fragments of vessels that are typically diagnostic for funerary contexts 
from that time, e.g. Type 4 “beer” jars, bowls with an internal rim/lip, collared 
“beer” jars and deep Meydum bowls. 
Absorbed organic residue analysis using both GC-MS (gas chromatography-mass 
spectrometry) and GC-C-IRMS (gas chromatography-combustion-isotope ratio 
mass spectrometry) will be carried out on lipids extracted from the clay matrix of 
the sherds to determine what, if anything, was contained in the vessels to which 
the sherds belonged. 
This project will allow for the characterisation of absorbed residue from the 
sherds. The results of the analysis will be considered and presented in this talk 
and will be assessed alongside contemporary archaeological data from the recent 
Helwan Project excavations. Based on the results, we will posit a potential 
(re)assessment of ceramic forms and their function. 
This project will also assess the suitability of the Maassara (Helwan) ceramic 
material for compound-specific lipid dating, a cutting-edge technique in 
archaeological science today. Finally, we will assess the future application of these 
techniques to other Early Dynastic ceramics housed in museum collections and 
discuss how the Larsen collection provides an excellent example of the benefits of 
future-proofing archaeological samples for future research. 
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Local Elite or State Elite: The biggest mudbrick tomb from the First Dynasty 
at Abydos 

 

Since 2006 the SAEEDCS project has undertaken systematic excavations about 400 
m to the south of the Seti I temple. We first discovered a cemetery dating to the 
First Dynasty (Naqada IIIA-C), and in 2015, about 50 m to the north of this 
cemetery, we found an Early Dynastic settlement that was probably associated 
with the cemetery. In the 2016 season, we continued excavations in the settlement 
area, and during the work of this season, we unexpectedly found steps that led to 
the discovery of the most enormous First Dynasty mudbrick tomb, at least at 
Abydos if not in Upper Egypt. The recently discovered mudbrick tomb is the 
enormous non-royal tomb in Thinite region. The tomb measures 13 m long by 6.3 
m wide, with a depth of 3 m below the ground surface, and has six side chambers: 
3 on the north side and three on the south side. There was also a very well-made 
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mudbrick staircase measuring 7.7 m long and 2 m wide. These stairs led to the 
entrance of the burial chamber, which is covered by a limestone lintel, and the 
burial chamber measures 4.69 m by 2.5 m. All the interior walls of the tomb are 
coated with a layer of mud plaster and white-wash. 
This tomb is cut into the settlement’s layers which means that it is later in date 
than the settlement itself. This discovery raises the question of whether the 
owners of these tombs and the rest of the tombs are local elite or state elite? We 
know of the rise of local elites, as attested from early Predynastic times. In the 
Memphite region, the local elite were buried in tombs on the western desert edge, 
so do we have the same case here at Abydos, and if so, where is the majority of 
the local population? On the other hand, since we did not find any particular 
objects inside this tomb that reflect the economic and social status of the owner, 
can one say that this tomb belongs to an elite person just from its large size and 
unique architecture? If this is the case, how can we decide if this tomb and the rest 
of the mudbrick tombs belonged to a state elite or local elite? This paper will 
attempt to answer these questions in light of the information available . 
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Naqada III settlement at South Abydos: A recent fieldwork report 
 

Since the discovery of the Naqada III settlement at south Abydos in 2015, two 
seasons have been conducted in the settlement, revealing more information about 
the settlement and its archaeological contents. Today, the settlement is 
surrounded by modern urban development to the east and south, the low desert 
to the west, and the new kingdom temple of Seti I to the north.  
New information was revealed during the 2018  season. During this season, two 
squares, 5×5 m each, were opened (8C2-8D1). Through the excavations carried 
out in these two squares, the remains of reed mating fences were discovered. 
Inside the excavated area, many domestic pottery fragments have been found 
from different types, especially the bread mould, which had been very well 
presented. In addition to some daily life objects, such as lithics, pottery discs, 
bracelets fragments, and worked shells. One of the most important finds during 
this season was a mace head, which is rare to find in this kind of context. Some 
mud sealing impressions were bearing inscriptions. One of them mentioned king 
Den high official "Ankh-ka(=i) or Ka(=i)-Ankh" 
The settlement is promising in terms of archaeological finds; the preliminary 
study of these artefacts reflects a sort of connection with the royal tombs of the 
First Dynasty at Umm-el Qaab. The collected data from the excavation with 
artefacts reflect the intensive activity carried out in the settlement, although we 
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just excavated four 5×5 m grids. Abydos was previously unlucky due to the 
carelessly documented settlements. So, we excavated this settlement very 
carefully and systemically to get the most valuable information as best as we can. 
The in-depth study of what we have found so far will help us understand the 
domestic life of those who lived during this period at Abydos. A context of dark, 
organic-rich, fine sands and silts left from occupational activity debris. During the 
excavation, primary living floor remains have been found which are associated 
with the Habitation Phase. In addition to the remains of the living floor, sixteen 
small post holes ranging in size from 2 cm to 10 cm in diameter were found. Most 
probably, these post holes were made to support the reed fences. A similar 
structure has been found at Adaïma, dating to Naqada IC-IIID. Although the 
work in the settlement is still ongoing and in a very elementary stage, one can 
expect that this settlement will reveal new essential data simultaneously. New 
research questions need to be answered, and to answer these questions, more 
fieldwork needs good funding. Which I hope will come soon.  
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The Nile Delta society of the 4th/3rd millennium BC as seen from the 
perspective of recent research at Tell el-Murra 

 

Tell el-Murra, located in the north-eastern part of the Nile Delta about 100 
kilometres north-east of Cairo, is the subject of research conducted by the Polish 
Archaeological Expedition of the Institute of Archaeology at the Jagiellonian 
University in Kraków. Both the cemetery and the settlement are being explored 
there. The recent research has provided a new amount of data which fill the gaps 
in our knowledge concerning the communities living in the hinterland, in rural 
sites. These are issues on which the current paper will focus. It was assumed that 
in the case of the Tell el-Murra inhabitants, we are dealing with a community with 
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the purpose of supplying larger centres and the centrally governed economical 
system with agricultural products, mainly cereals. It seems, however, that 
although geared towards production of cereals, the site was functionally more 
differentiated, at least at the beginning of its existence after resettlement during 
the Naqada III period. Other activities could have also been performed. The 
collected data also point towards contacts with important centres and access to 
products produced by specialised workshops, the performance of local cults, 
hierarchical differentiation, and the presumed existence of a person standing at 
the head of the community. Research concerning inhabitants of Tell el-Murra 
allow juxtaposing the results with the more elaborated data concerning 
populations of higher-ranking settlements of the Nile Delta (e.g. Tell el-Farkha 
and Buto). Obtaining data from a lesser-known type of smaller settlement, 
inhabited by the lower class of the society, provides possibilities of comparisons 
between the societies living in sites of different rank and function. This approach 
allows us to look at the Nile Delta society from a much wider perspective, 
concerning not only inhabitants of larger centres but also subordinate settlements. 
Simultaneously, the reconstruction of social transformations in the discussed 
period can now be conducted based on data coming from different types of sites. 
Hierarchical but also regional diversification has been observed among them. 
Differences are not only separated by time but concern even contemporary sites. 
Moreover, several elements can be traced which probably had an impact on 
differentiation in terms of function and the inhabitant’s way of life living in 
specific settlements. Taken together, these data allow for a new look at the 
development of complex societies in Egypt, focusing now on the Nile Delta but 
not mainly on the south and cemeteries located there. 
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Transformations in the Neolithic burial practices in the Egyptian Western 
Desert. A case of Gebel Ramlah 

 
Since ca. 9300 BC the southern part of the Egyptian Western desert witnessed a 
growing presence of human populations inhabiting the shores of temporary lakes 
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– a characteristic feature of the Early and Middle Holocene landscape of that area. 
At first hunter-gatherers inhabiting that part of the Sahara were replaced not later 
than the beginning of the 7th millennium BC by pastoral groups with herds of 
sheep/goats and cows, that, in turn, disappeared from the Sahara around the 
middle of 4th millennium BC. Gebel Ramlah is one of the examples where a long 
settlement sequence was recorded. Occupations related with El Adam, El Ghorab, 
Al Jerar, Middle, Late and Final Neolithic cultural units are present around the 
paleolake of Gebel Ramlah. What is very unique, most of the settlements, as 
nowhere else in this area, are accompanied by numerous human burials. The 
research allowed to record dramatic changes in the burial customs pointing to a 
growing advancement of social life of Saharan herders. It is reflected, between the 
others, in the appearance of dozens of cemeteries at the dawn of the Final 
Neolithic, possibly related with different populations inhabiting and visiting the 
neighbourhood of the Gebel Ramlah rocky massif. 
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The loss of Kaplony’s Early Dynastic Krugmagazin 
 

The term ḫnt on primary sources from the Early Dynastic Period was interpreted 
by Kaplony as Krugmagazin. Kaplony noted that First Dynasty inscriptions with 
the sign was generally recorded on vessels, which possibly prompted his 
association of the term to a cellar. Kaplony ratified his interpretation by stating 
that the holders of the ḫntj title designated that these vessels belonged to persons 
of status or rank that had been granted access to resources from the royal 
storehouses. A recent review of these Early Dynastic inscriptions involving the 
ḫnt term in conjunction with royal institutions, such as the pr-nsw and pr-nb, calls 
into question the feasibility of Kaplony’s interpretation. The hieroglyph sign 
(W17) ḫnt (also Kahl’s w27 and w29 from this period), represented by either three 
or four ḥs or water jars standing in a rack is generally translated as a prepositional 
phrase, such as: ‘he who is in front …’, ‘head of …’ and ‘foremost or preeminent’. 
Kaplony’s translation appears to interpret the sign more as a logogram or 
determinative of what the sign appears to represent instead of applying the 
triliteral (W17) sign with its phonetic value. Further support for Kaplony’s 
application of interpreting the sign as a logogram to these interpretations can be 
demonstrated by his translation of a seal impression (1078bis) from the 
Michailidis collection. The seal impression terminates with three separate vessels 
not encapsulated in a rack, which Kaplony also interprets as a Krugmagazin.  
The application of the ḫntj term in this period is not only linked to royal 
institutions, but also royal persons. There are biographical inscriptions that record 
the ḫnt sign near three Early Dynastic queen’s names – Neithhotep, Herneith and 
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Meretneith – not in conjunction to any royal institutions. Jones has defined the 
term as a title or epithet in the Index of Old Kingdom Titles and Epithets. An 
inscription on a vessel fragment belonging to Meretneith from Abydos, however, 
includes both the signs for ḫntj and the pr-ḥḏ. Kaplony overlooked the possibility 
that the inscription could record an unattested title ‘head of/chief of the treasury’, 
describing instead that the unusual notation of “ḫntj of pr-ḥḏ” is indicative of the 
queen no longer having her own cellar but is now being supplied directly by the 
treasury of the king. This poster will outline the existing First Dynasty inscriptions 
involving the ḫnt term that invalidates the cellar argument and suggests, based 
on the textual evidence, that the inscription on Meretneith’s fragment could be 
read as a title of an administrator who was in charge of procuring goods for her 
burial, similar to contemporaneous inscriptions of ‘head of the palace’ and ‘great 
of the magazine of the house of gold’ found on other vessels from the Abydene 
necropolis. The title ḫntj pr-ḥḏ is unrecorded, offering a new Early Dynastic title, 
conceivably a precursor to the Fourth Dynasty title of imy-rȝ pr-ḥḏ. 
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Lifting the veil: Female Social Power in Early Egypt: Dynasties 1–3 

 
Over the last three decades, an exponential increase in women and gender studies 
in Egyptology has ameliorated earlier narratives of ancient Egyptian women 
impacted by late 19th-and-early 20th century Western and Eurocentric modelling. 
Many such studies combine extant data with different theoretical aspects to unveil 
emerging knowledge on ancient lives. One area that remains underrepresented in 
modern scholarship is women’s active and public engagement in the early 
Egyptian state. The predominance of males employed in civic, civil, and religious 
positions has overshadowed the concomitant female workforce previously 
perceived as excluded from these sectors. Recent studies are challenging this 
perception. The investigation of female social power adopts a new approach that 
evaluates women’s involvement, influence and impact in social power domains 
and the socioeconomic structure of the early state. While this paper derives from 
a more extensive study, this paper aims to deliver the results of the first three 
dynasties. 
This study analysed a cross-section of royal, elite, and middle-class women’s 
biographical data, primarily titles and serekhs, collated from mortuary, urban and 
landscape contexts from the Nile Valley and desert regions. The data was 
collected from rock inscriptions, funerary monuments, and seal impressions. A 
significant result is the incremental advancement of the compilation of Early 
Dynastic women’s titles. Contra to previous scholarship that often-relegated 
women’s agency and activities to the harem, the private sector, employ of other 
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women or assumed that some titles were honorifically applied, all inscribed titles 
are accepted as denoting contributions to the state’s socioeconomic structure 
(civic or civil duties), and that even honorific titles indicate a conferred right or 
privilege to the owner associated with the title. These titles are analysed using an 
interdisciplinary approach that incorporates sociological theory and 
interpretative evaluation deviating from traditional title studies.  
Advancing a theoretical study of ancient biographical inscriptions offers new 
perspectives into women’s access to social power in Egypt’s political, economic, 
and ideological domains. Sociologist Mann’s premise that power is exercised 
through the medium of resources, congruent with Gidden’s structuration theory, 
is the basis for this study’s theoretical framework. Resource access and power 
were critical factors in social complexity and state formation in early Egypt, 
achieved through the access to and or control of economic, productive, and 
symbolic resources: food production/surplus, raw materials, trade, and craft 
specialisation. These mechanisms help trace socioeconomic changes, the rise of 
the local elite, patronage and increasing social stratification. Accordingly, female 
social power is evaluated through women’s activities and access to or control over 
resources based on set criteria: action, the primary area of responsibility, and 
categorised upon which resource the women had access to or over as denoted in 
the function of the title. The biographical inscriptions express social power 
indicators of influence, prestige, rights, and authority associated with their titles 
or social relationships. The data obtained from the textual evaluation are 
presented in new models distinct from static hierarchical considerations.  
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Cylinder Seals, witnesses of interaction between Egypt and Mesopotamia 
during the 4th Millennium BCE – First Results 

 
The question of the interactions between Egypt and Mesopotamia during the 4th 
millennium BCE has been a recurrent issue in the archaeological research of the 
Egyptian predynastic period since the beginning of Egyptology in the 19th 
century. The first excavations demonstrated the importance of the Mesopotamian 
influence upon the predynastic Egyptian culture with the appearance of various 
oriental elements in the material and iconographic culture like the ceramic (loop-
handle ware, triangular-luged vessels and tubular-spouted ware), the cylinder 
seals and various iconographic motif (like “the master of animals”, “the priest-
king” and the “fantastic animals”). Throughout the history of research, various 
theories were given to determine the modalities of contacts between these two 
very geographically distant civilisations like the circumnavigation of the Arabian 
Peninsula or a northern route through Palestine or by sea. However, none of them 
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could be irrefutably demonstrated notably because of the lack of exploitable 
archaeological evidence, characteristic of the old stratigraphic layers such as those 
dating back to the 4th millennium, both in Egypt, the Levant or Mesopotamia.  
Recent discoveries during the end of the 20th and the 21st  centuries, both in Egypt 
in the Nile Delta and in the Levant, allow us to look again at the question and to 
bring new elements to fill the gaps that still exist. A study of the geographical 
dispersion of cylinder seals, typical Mesopotamian objects discovered in the 
Egyptian predynastic layers, would make it possible to determine precisely the 
means by which the Uruk and Egyptian civilisations were able to come into 
contact during the 4th millennium, despite the great geographical distance. This 
study is based on a unprecedent corpus of cylinder seals discovered within 
several geographically and culturally different regions (Egypt, the Levant and 
Northern Mesopotamia) forming the Near East, during archaeological 
excavations. The in-depth analysis of the objects in the corpus will make it 
possible to define the points of encounter between the different civilisations, as 
well as the origin of the artefacts (local or foreign). Thanks to these studies, I will 
be able to determine the modalities of contacts between Egypt and Mesopotamia 
but also fill a gap in the archaeological knowledge of the 4th millennium BC in the 
Near East.  
This poster is the first paper about my thesis research that started in September 
2021 and is intended to provide an update on the state of the question, but also to 
share the first conclusions after a first year of research. Presenting a poster during 
the Origins 7 conference would allow the topic to be enriched with various 
research perspectives following discussions with experts of the period.  
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Visualising an Ancient Egyptian queen. The tomb of Meret-Neith of the 1st 
Dynasty at Abydos - Umm el-Qaab revisited 

 
The tomb of queen Meret-Neith at Abydos was first excavated by W.M. Flinders 
Petrie as Tomb Y in 1899. At the time, Petrie believed that he had discovered yet 
another king of the 1st Dynasty because this tomb was just as monumental as, even 
better built than all the others in the royal necropolis. But soon after the 
publication, it transpired that the person buried in Tomb Y was most likely a 
woman named Meret-Neith who was a royal mother and queen at the royal court. 
Throughout the past 120 years since the discovery, there has been vivid discussion 
as to the significance of this queen, her lineage position within the 1st Dynasty and 
her potential role in the early state of Egypt, given that no other queen had built 
her own tomb in the royal necropolis. But these discussions have been circling 
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around very limited tangible evidence and have not yielded any sustainable 
suggestion as to Meret-Neith’s persona and historical importance. 
A new interdisciplinary project under the direction of the author and run in 
cooperation between the German Archaeological Institute in Cairo, the University 
of Technology in Vienna, Lund University and the University of Vienna has now 
set out to fully re-excavate Meret-Neith’s tomb. This project aims to emend the 
archaeological record about queen Meret-Neith and to elucidate her identity as a 
woman, member of the elite, royal mother and potential ruler of 1st Dynasty 
Egypt. The re-assessment of old and new empirical data by modern scientific 
standards promises to produce a better understanding of queen Meret-Neith and 
her time, and to allow for a reconstruction of this elite woman’s funerary, social 
and gender identities. With the assistance of cutting-edge digital technology to 
document and analyse the tomb architecture and artefacts from the tomb for 
subsequent reconstruction, and of chronometric, material and provenance 
analyses, our work will help to better understand and visualise this important 
historical woman and her era. This paper will present our first results.  
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Developing a new approach to understanding human representations on 
Decorated Ware vessels 

 
Despite the strong previous scholarship on the flora, fauna, and cross-hatched 
motifs found on Decorated Ware vessels, a thorough examination of the human 
figures depicted in the paintings has yet to be carried out. One reason for this is 
that the details in the painted strokes of human figures cannot be pulled from the 
reproductions of small photographs or line-drawings, which can also be 
inaccurate. Frequently in publications, only one scene from a single side of a 
vessel is visible, leaving one or even two scenes out of all subsequent discussions. 
Therefore, existing interpretations of the scenes with human figures rely heavily 
on material that cannot provide the information needed to fully address the 
details. When the details on excavated vessels are not properly analysed before 
incorporating imagery from unprovenanced vessels, the result is selecting certain 
elements over others to fit with the proposed hypothesis. 
As human figures are present in only a small number of the total repertoire of 
Decorated Ware vessels with scenes, drawing conclusions from such a small 
sample size may have its limitations. This difficulty can, however, be overcome 
by an exhaustive recording of the detail found in the figural compositions, 
concentrating on the order of painted strokes in addition to small features, which 
form the basis of this research. When scholars do perform this level of in-depth 
analysis, they concentrate only on two or three individual vessels and not the 
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complete assemblage of scenes with human figures. For these reasons, Decorated 
Ware vessels with scenes incorporating human figures require a fresh approach 
that uses a first-hand, meticulous inspection of the painted surface and extensive 
documentation with high-resolution photography. Beginning with excavated 
vessels, this study undertakes such curatorship to fully examine the figures and 
provides a revised corpus that will allow the scenes to be analysed, compared, 
and interpreted with a complete set of details. 
This paper will present one example of the findings from this research and show 
how such analyses brings new key evidence into the discussion of human figures 
and their activities on Decorated Ware vessels. 
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The stone vessel convolute in the tomb of king Dewen at Abydos. A view on 
special craftsmanship in Early Dynastic Egypt 

 
Stone vessels can be found in large quantities in royal tombs and those of the 
highest elite during the 1st and 2nd Dynasty. The peculiarity of the used raw 
materials as well as the technical aspects including the organisation of workshops 
and the time-consuming work itself do refer to a branch of early craft 
specialisation. Starting with the work of E. Amélineau and W. M. Flinders Petrie, 
stone vessels have been regarded as an important class of tomb inventory in the 
tombs of the early Dynastic Egyptian Elite. However, most of the early scholars 
published a restricted version of types represented in these very tombs – 
especially in the case of the royal cemetery at Abydos. Therefore, questions of 
typology and chronology are often difficult to answer. Furthermore, stone vessels 
and their contents were prestigious goods, which may have represented 
heirlooms for more than one generation. These aspects are important but 
problematic facts concerning their typology and for chronological debates. Even 
though most of the stone vessel forms are connected to the pottery assemblage of 
the time and vice versa, it is still complicated to distinguish their forms if a clear 
connection to the tomb is not certain. The latter isn’t just a problem for the re-
examined objects from the royal necropolis but as well as for most of the pieces 
now housed in different European museum collections and abroad.  
Beside the material in museums, a big amount of material has been discovered 
during the re-examinations of the German Archaeological Institute at the site 
itself. One of these exemplary convolutes consist of more than 20,700 fragments 
of stone vessels found during the excavations inside and around the tomb of King 
Dewen at Abydos. Due to the problematic history of the site, the assignment of 
these fragments to this very tomb is sophisticated. Most of the preserved material 
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is badly broken and even secondarily burnt. Nonetheless the convolute gives us 
a good idea about the rich diversity of an important part of the royal tomb 
inventory during the 1st Dynasty. Furthermore, a quite vast variation of vessel 
forms including different kinds of plates, platters, bowls, cylindrical beakers etc. 
and a variety of the used raw materials, especially in comparison with other elite-
Burials during the reign of king Dewen, is interesting to note.  
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Spatial analysis of the grave distribution in the Upper Egyptian Predynastic 
cemetery: A case study of the Main Cemeteries at Naqada 

 
This study analyses the spatial distribution of Predynastic graves in an Upper 
Egyptian Cemetery to examine the social background reflected in designated 
disposal areas. The significance of the relationship between the spatial 
distribution of graves in a cemetery and social statuses of buried persons such as 
affiliations, stratum, clan, or lineage has been emphasised in global archaeological 
and anthropological studies. The Naqada Culture is an interesting subject to 
consider this point. Its social dynamics changed through the state formation 
process, and it was considered that the earlier kinship-based social systems were 
reformed into vertical social stratification systems after the middle Naqada 
Period. However, the reflection of this social transformation in the cemetery 
organisation has not sufficiently been pursued due to the lack of detailed data 
from excavations between the late 19th and early 20th centuries. To address this 
gap, I analysed the Main Cemeteries East and West at Naqada which formed a 
Predynastic regional centre excavated by W.M.F. Petrie in 1894–5, and updated 
the previous spatial analysis. These cemeteries have two advantages for this 
renewed analysis in terms of their richly preserved available data and their long 
duration of operation between the Naqada I and the mid Naqada III periods. I 
analysed the spatial distribution of the graves by extracting the information about 
the quantity and quality of their objects, the dimensions of each grave, the location 
of graves in a map as well as the predetermined date of the graves. This approach 
is principally based on the relative chronology of S. Hendrickx, but partially based 
on that of Abydos Cemetery U, by referring to the recently published pottery type 
list per grave. 
The result indicates the changes of spatial distribution from relatively loose in the 
Naqada I period to relatively agglomerated in Naqada II in the Main Cemetery 
East, while the graves in the West were generally distributed loosely through the 
Naqada I to the late Naqada II periods. Furthermore, there is a possible 
concentration of relatively rich graves in certain areas of the two analysed 
cemeteries, especially Naqada II. However, the graves became loosely and 

mailto:taichi.kuronuma@gmail.com


60 
 

sporadically distributed in Naqada III. These results indicate that the location of 
graves was loosely regulated during Naqada I, while the area has been relatively 
designated, paralleled with the probable population increase during Naqada II. 
However, the graves were irregularly built again in Naqada III, owing to the 
decline of burial activity. Together with the possible partial segregation in both 
cemeteries, it is considered that the spatial regulation according to the vertical 
social stratification had commenced from the Naqada II. In addition to the newly 
established Cemetery T for the highest strata, it is likely that some persons in 
relatively higher positions were buried in certain parts of the two Main 
Cemeteries. Thus, their social status is reflected in the spatial distribution of 
graves in the analysed cemeteries. 
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Not only professionals: twofold production of Early Dynastic and Old 
Kingdom flint tools reflected in the inventory from Tell el-Murra 

 
From the Predynastic period onwards, the production of flint tools in ancient 
Egypt represented highly advanced craftsmanship. Skillful flint knappers of that 
time were able to produce artefacts of exceptional size and quality, e.g. long 
bifacial knives with hooked handles. It is widely believed that each stage of the 
production was planned and conducted by centralised groups of professionals – 
from providing the raw material to producing tools in specialised workshops. 
Finished items were further distributed to the settlements of users.  
However, aside from highly standardised forms like knives, razor blades or sickle 
inserts, there is also a second group of tools, comprising mostly simple flakes 
fashioned ad hoc, in a primitive manner. This production was based mainly on 
flint nodules collected from the surface. The twofold flint industry is visibly 
reflected in the inventory found recently at Tell el-Murra, the site located in the 
north-eastern part of the Nile Delta, and dated since the Predynastic until the end 
of the Old Kingdom.   
This paper will focus on the above-mentioned issues which until now were not so 
widely discussed in literature concerning the Early Dynastic and Old Kingdom 
times. More than 3100 flint artifacts, dated to these periods, were obtained in Tell 
el-Murra during surveys and excavations in 2008 and 2010-2017. So far, the 
general character of the inventories fits well into the range of industries known 
from other sites from the same periods and region. A significant attribute of the 
inventories is the clear differentiation between highly standardised, well-made 
tools like razor blades, sickle inserts or bifacial knives and implements of poor 
quality made for the need of now.  
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The aim of this paper is to present typological and technological diversification 
between standardised and makeshift flint tools, reflected in the artefacts obtained 
in Tell el-Murra. Characteristics of both groups should shed light on some aspects 
of the economy and help to answer the question whether the lack of regular flint 
workshops should be equated with the lack of the local production. 
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Fishing and herding in the Nile Delta during the Predynastic (4th millennium 
BCE) 

 

In the Nile Delta, as in the south of Egypt, the fourth millennium BCE appears to 
have been a period of subtle evolutions. Recent archaeological data have revealed 
that the societies of the Delta evolved independently from those of Upper Egypt 
due to their privileged relationship with the Near East. In terms of food 
production, the Delta provided very favourable conditions for agriculture as well 
as livestock herding (especially pig and cattle). Nevertheless, wild resources, 
especially Nile fishes continue to provide an important part of the diet. Using 
archaeozoological data coming mainly from the ongoing excavations of Tell el-
Iswid, the aim of this paper is therefore to illustrate the characteristics of animal’s 
exploitation in this region through the fourth millennium BCE as well as its 
evolution and its relationship with the Near East as well as the Upper Egypt. 
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Réévaluation de la collection prédynastique égyptienne du musée 
d’Archéologie nationale (Saint-Germain-en-Laye) et valorisation numérique 

 
Riche de plusieurs milliers d’objets du Paléolithique aux dynasties thinites, la 
collection du musée d’Archéologie nationale (MAN) rassemble le fruit de 
nombreuses libéralités depuis la fondation de l’établissement. Cependant, ce sont 
les collections pré- et protodynastiques égyptiennes données successivement en 
1909 et 1910 par les frères Henri et Jacques de Morgan qui ont provoqué la 
concrétisation matérielle de la salle de comparaison et en constituent toujours 
l’une des composantes principales. 
Inspirées d’expériences conduites en France et à l’étranger, l’étude et la 
réévaluation de la collection – actuellement toujours en cours, tentent d’en 
montrer l’intérêt, tant du point du vue historiographique que scientifique. Les 
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travaux entrepris se sont essentiellement attachés à réexaminer les réalisations des 
frères Morgan afin de mieux les situer parmi leurs contemporains, au moment où 
la recherche des origines s’intensifie dans la vallée du Nil, dans une perspective 
évolutionniste définie par les préhistoriens européens. Parallèlement, l’analyse de 
la composition de la collection a permis de mieux cerner la méthode de Jacques 
de Morgan, l’élaboration de sa documentation, son usage des artefacts comme 
supports de démonstration et éléments de preuve. La confrontation d’objets de la 
collection avec sa publication de 1896-1897 a conduit à identifier certains des types 
définis par l’archéologue, à mesurer ses choix documentaires en vue d’élaborer 
un premier corpus de référence et à percevoir son souci de transmission 
didactique. 
La progression de l’informatisation de la collection et la numérisation 2D et 3D 
d’une partie significative du corpus a incité le MAN à en diffuser les premiers 
résultats par l’intermédiaire de la collection numérique Grands sites archéologiques 
du ministère de la Culture, hébergée par le musée. À cet effet, un volet est dédié 
aux personnalités importantes de l’archéologie française, ayant exercé tant en 
France qu’à l’étranger. Dans ce cadre, un portail « Jacques de Morgan » est 
organisé selon les principaux axes de ses travaux de terrain et un chapitre 
consacré à la réévaluation de ses recherches. Cet outil, à géométrie variable, a 
d’abord pour but de faciliter l’accès du public le plus large à un premier niveau 
de données et ensuite, au fur et à mesure des travaux, au stockage et à la 
valorisation des informations scientifiques. Il est appelé à se développer dans un 
esprit collaboratif et à servir éventuellement de passerelle vers d’autres 
institutions patrimoniales partenaires. 
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In search of individual pottery production. A study on bag-shaped jars from 
the Minshat Abu Omar cemetery 

 
The poster presents the results of a study searching for individual production 
traces on bag-shaped jars occurring in groups of 3 to 6 items in the oldest graves 
(group 1) at the Minshat Abu Omar cemetery in the eastern Nile Delta. The 
research conducted recently by the author on these type of jars originating from 
two Deltaic sites (Tell el-Farkha settlement and Minshat Abu Omar cemetery) 
indicates that their production was partially standardised and specialised. Bag-
shaped jars were probably manufactured by a limited number of craftsmen who 
specialised in pottery making, although continued to operate in the household 
context. However, their output exceeded their own needs and was distributed 
among other members of the community. Since earlier analyses of the vessels 
from the graves at Minshat Abu Omar did not reveal traces of their use, it has 
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been hypothesised that they were made or purchased as grave offerings. 
Moreover, jars placed in groups in the same grave could be made by the same 
potter. The coefficient of variation (CV) calculated for the absolute dimensions 
(rim diameters, maximum diameters and heights) for bag-shaped jars from 
selected graves was low, which confirms their low morphometric variability and 
high uniformity. This, in turn, confirms that the production of bag-shaped jars 
was partially standardised and allows one to assume that certain groups of vessels 
were made by the same potter, perhaps even in one production event. 
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Pottery in Lower Egypt: organisation and development of production in the 
4th millennium BC. A view from Tell el-Farkha 

 
Pottery is one of the most important sources of information on Prehistoric Lower 
Egypt. The studies of its technology and morphology provide data on the social, 
economic and even ideological aspects of prehistoric communities. Furthermore, 
pottery is often used as a marker allowing researchers to determine the relative 
chronology of sites, strata, or structures. Research on the Predynastic pottery has 
focused almost exclusively on vessel forms and their changes over time, 
providing only general information on fabrics and production techniques. The 
organisation of pottery production in Egypt has rarely been researched, and when 
it has, the focus has mostly been on the emergence of specialised production in 
different locations across the Egyptian Nile Valley and the Nile Delta. The basic 
model of pottery production development from the household mode to the 
specialised mode was proposed in 1997 by E.C.H. Köhler. It encompasses a 
number of factors influencing the production of ceramic vessels and proposes a 
general development sequence.  
The recent years have seen a huge amount of new data on the prehistoric 
occupation in Lower Egypt. The site at Tell-el-Farkha is a unique location with 
evidence of specialised beer production continuing from Buto IIa/b phase (the 
middle of Naqada II period) until the Naqada IIIA1-2 period. It seems that the 
beginnings of the site are very closely linked to the emergence of beer-brewing 
technology in Lower Egypt. The location offered perfect conditions, with easy 
access to the necessary raw materials – grain, water and fuel. The internal 
organisation of the settlement and other technologies catered for the needs of beer 
making and storage almost from the beginning of the site's occupation. Pottery 
production developed in parallel to the development of the beer centre. Although 
most vessels were made in the household context, some forms (e.g. Petrie’s R65-
67, R69, R81, L30), mostly including storage jars, show some features of 
morphometric standardisation, which may suggest specialised production. The 
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paper focuses on the ceramic assemblage dated to a period continuing from Buto 
II a/b to IIIa1 (Naqada IIB/C-NIIIA1). As pottery standardisation is seen as an 
indicator of specialised production, the author chose to use the coefficient of 
variation of the absolute dimensions of the aforementioned forms to measure the 
degree of standardisation. The degree of vessel variability is analysed in the intra-
site context as well as between different sites, by referring to the published 
ceramic assemblage data from other Upper and Lower Egyptian sites.  Other 
aspects linked to specialised pottery production will be studied as well. Finally, a 
model of the emergence of specialised pottery production for Lower Egypt in the 
4th millennium BC will be presented.  
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Autour des collections lithiques prédynastiques du musée des Confluences 
(Lyon, France). Louis-Charles Lortet en Égypte (1897-1909) : de la paléo-

écologie à la Préhistoire culturelle de l’Homme 
 

Louis-Charles Lortet (1836-1909) est une des figures pionnières de la recherche 
préhistorique en Égypte. Médecin de formation, directeur du Muséum d’Histoire 
naturelle de Lyon à partir de 1870, il acquiert, à la faveur de plusieurs missions 
d’étude – en 1873-1875 puis en 1880 –, une vaste connaissance du Proche-Orient 
et de ses cultures anciennes. Très tôt, son intérêt se porte sur les spécimens 
momifiés de faune égyptienne antique dont il souhaite constituer à Lyon une 
collection de référence. Après plusieurs tentatives infructueuses pour obtenir une 
concession de fouille, en 1893 auprès de J. de Morgan puis en 1897 auprès de V. 
Loret, Lortet obtient enfin en 1901 l’autorisation de poursuivre des travaux de 
terrain en Haute-Egypte, à la condition expresse de créer au musée du Caire une 
nouvelle galerie consacrée à la paléo-faune de la vallée du Nil, à partir de fossiles 
et de momies provenant des différents sites qu’il se propose d’explorer.  
À la faveur de ces missions, il découvre incidemment plusieurs stations 
paléolithiques à Gabanet el-Giroud, dans la Montagne thébaine, à Assouan et au 
Gebel-Souhan. Ses travaux sur le site de Solutré, en Bourgogne, lui avaient permis 
de développer une méthode d’approche « pluridisciplinaire » des gisements 
préhistoriques, intégrant analyses géologiques, paléontologiques et 
anthropologiques : c’est naturellement cette démarche qu’il adopte pour 
caractériser d’un point de vue paléo-écologique et culturel les vestiges mis au jour. 
Il procède de la même manière pour les artefacts en silex collectés dans les 
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nécropoles prédynastiques de Gebelein, Khozam, Roda et Rizakat. Ces objets sont 
par la suite minutieusement sériés et étudiés, en vue de leur présentation 
didactique. 
Car Lortet rapporte de ses voyages de nombreuses pièces d’industrie lithique 
qu’il ordonne, avant de les exposer, selon différents principes typologiques qui 
mettent en exergue les principales subdivisions de la Préhistoire. La classification 
industrielle qu’il met en œuvre lui permet ainsi de reconstituer l’ensemble du 
mouvement évolutif des productions matérielles de l’Homme, à partir de séries 
de référence et de comparaison qu’il a lui-même établies. Elle lui fournit 
également l’opportunité de tenter des comparaisons à longue distance, certains 
modèles d’outils pouvant présenter des analogies surprenantes, dans le temps et 
dans l’espace, et que le savant interprète en termes de convergences culturelles et 
palethnographiques. Le récolement des collections lithiques du musée des 
Confluences a permis de procéder à un nouvel examen de ces pièces, sur la base 
d’une étude technologique approfondie. A partir d’une évaluation critique de la 
documentation ancienne et d’une révision de leur attribution chronologique, nous 
nous proposons de préciser, dans cette communication, les dimensions 
historiographique et archéologique de ces séries et la place qu’elles occupent dans 
la construction de la Préhistoire égyptienne.  
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Predynastic Egyptian combs. What do we know about its function? 
 

Combs are common tools in our daily life and their function seems to be well 
defined. But when we find these objects in predynastic tombs, we ask ourselves 
questions that affect various aspects. One of them is its function, since there is no 
single format, but different designs that do not always seem to coincide with the 
practical vision that we currently have. In this work several functions are 
proposed based on their design, the size of their teeth and the interdental space. 
Some designs clearly demonstrate their function, such as the case of nit-combs 
with teeth on both sides. But others can be multipurpose, apart from combing, 
they can be used for lice removal functions or carry symbolic elements. The 
material used in its manufacture and its presence in such specific environments 
make us reflect on the importance that it would have for its owners. 
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“A Funeral – all inclusive” - Grave Inventory within the Turah Cemetery and 
beyond 

 

In antiquity, the Turah cemetery formed part of the greater Memphis area. It 
represented a non-elite burial ground and was in use from Naqada IIIA2 to IIIC2.  
As part of the re-examination of this cemetery, the individual burial contexts were 
reconstructed as far as possible. In addition to the primary question of which 
groups of objects were stored in the graves, and in what quantities, their position 
in the tomb was also examined. Here, their location in relation to the corpse is of 
particular interest. In addition to these two aspects, another consideration 
concerns the question of a possible difference between the different tomb types 
and/or the chronological position of the graves. In a first evaluation it could be 
determined that, although there is no fixed minimum number of grave goods, the 
arrangement of the individual groups of finds within the grave does not follow a 
random principle, but rather seems to be predetermined. This could be due to a 
ritual background, such as the theoretical accessibility of certain objects by the 
deceased. In addition to this ritual aspect, however, a purely practical function 
can also be identified - especially in the case of ceramic vessels. This is particularly 
noticeable in the case of pit graves, where vessels also seem to have been used to 
buttress the grave wall, thus helping to ensure the protection, and integrity, of the 
corpse. This mainly applies to larger vessels, but a more differentiated use can 
also be determined for other ceramic types. Also, the group of small finds and 
their positioning should be mentioned. Here, the function of the object does not 
change, but its location in the grave seems to reflect different intentions of the 
surviving dependants.  
Subsequently, the question arises as to whether the order of things established 
here represents only a regional characteristic or follows a general template. 
Therefore, starting from the cemetery at Turah, an attempt will be made to 
establish a kind of pattern based on comparable cemeteries - both within 
individual graves as well as within entire cemeteries. 
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What do petroglyphs do? Power, prestige and landscape in the Eastern Desert 
of Egypt 
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Most of the characteristic features of ancient Egyptian art were developed during 
the Predynastic period. The use of registers, the classical proportions and 
conventions surrounding the depiction of the human body, and also many 
symbols and themes that would remain relevant for millennia. However, several 
aspects of Predynastic art are specific and unique. While research on Egyptian art 
has made sound advancements in the last decades, many of its postulates are yet 
to be applied to the strangeness of Predynastic imagery. The relationship between 
images and reality is one of them. Certainly, petroglyphs tend to depict things 
that we may recognise from the world, but they also seem to be at odds with such 
a world. Scenes often show impossible feats, composite animals, and animals that 
do not belong together. Hunting scenes are all the more puzzling when taking 
into account that the archaeofaunal record shows wild animals to be only 
marginally hunted and played a negligible part in the Naqadian diet. It is very 
likely, then, that hunting scenes were part of a more complex grammar of 
representations, and that they have a close connection to the ongoing socio-
cultural processes. By the end of Naqada II a territorial state had emerged in the 
Nile Valley, cities had prospered where there had been hamlets only decades 
before, far-reaching trade routes had been opened, and a clear artistic canon had 
developed. It may be logical to suppose that art forms, as products of human 
action, accompanied some of these changes. In this presentation, I will concentrate 
on Predynastic petroglyphs, understood as graphic attempts to affect the 
landscape as well as carriers of local culture. I will argue that new methods, some 
of them already gathering recognition in Egyptological literature, are needed in 
order to understand these petroglyphs in all their complexity. Spatial analyses are 
just as important as formal and material ones, and my conclusion will be that these 
images do not merely register fact, but rather serve as a key element in the 
construction of a symbolic narrative which accounts for the formation of a new 
elite in the Nile Valley. 
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Forming the ‘Dual King’: Early Royal Iconography as a Mechanism for Social 
Unification 

 
The relationship between Upper and Lower Egypt during the Predynastic and 
Early Dynastic periods is frequently discussed in terms of Upper Egyptian 
domination, either through militaristic conquest or through the supplantation of 
Lower Egyptian material culture. The Narmer Palette reinforces this hierarchy, 
but by the Old Kingdom, the sema tawy motif makes explicit the equal status and 
ideological importance of the two regions. This paper argues that the elevation of 
Lower Egypt to a position equal to Upper Egypt was not the result of a gradual, 
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unconscious integration between the two lands, but rather was promoted by a 
deliberate effort toward social unification in the reign of Den. 
Two of the most ubiquitous royal symbols, the uraeus and the double crown, were 
introduced during the reign of Den, and archaeological evidence shows that their 
Lower Egyptian connotations originated prior to their integration into the royal 
iconographic program. Additionally, the nswt biti title is first attested in the reign 
of Den, as is the corresponding ‘appearance of the king of Upper and Lower 
Egypt’. Each of these elements represents either increased prominence and status 
for a symbol of Lower Egypt (uraeus) or an explicit statement on the equality of 
the two regions (double crown and nswt biti). 
Visual material of the 1st Dynasty is confined to primarily seal impressions and 
labels; however, due to the limited audience of such objects, they provide a 
suboptimal medium for a novel political statement. One label of Den provides a 
compelling alternative of the main use of this iconography: royal festivals. The 
label depicts Den seated within an enclosure and running around a series of 
lunettes, both while wearing the double crown. Coupled with extensive entries of 
festivals on the Palermo Stone, there are both textual and visual attestations of 
festivals celebrated during Den’s reign. The driving hypothesis of this paper is 
that iconographic and titular innovations were implemented in the reign of Den 
to be used by the king in festival settings as part of a state-orchestrated campaign 
to increase the status of Lower Egypt. This campaign led to the social unification 
of Egypt, creating the precedent for the prominence of the ‘Two Lands’ in royal 
discourse. This paper is vital for adding nuance to both royal ideology of the mid-
1st Dynasty and the relationship between Upper and Lower Egypt. 
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Faking it? Once more “MacGregor Man” 
 

The authenticity of the black ‘basalt’ statuette known as “MacGregor Man” has 
been debated since it first came to the attention of scholars at the end of the 19th 
century. It was then acquired by the Reverend William MacGregor (1848–1937) 
together with six ivory statuettes, the entire group having allegedly been found 
at a site near Naqada. At that time, the colossal limestone statues of Min excavated 
by Flinders Petrie at Koptos in 1893 were the only securely provenanced early 
stone sculptures comparable with “MacGregor Man”. 
The Ashmolean Museum purchased the statuette at the sale of MacGregor’s 
collection at an auction in 1922. It was the museum’s most expensive acquisition 
that year, made with the support of several leading archaeologists, who were 
apparently convinced of the object’s authenticity. Nonetheless, arguments for and 
against the statuette have subsequently been made on the grounds of style, 

mailto:liam.mcnamara@ashmus.ox.ac.uk


69 
 

iconography, quality and technique of carving. In-particular, the breaks and 
surface abrasions – which seem to suggest deliberate attempts to antiquate a 
forgery rather than credible damage sustained over millennia – have aroused 
considerable suspicion. 
This paper will present the results of the most comprehensive forensic analysis of 
the statuette undertaken to date. Techniques applied include micro-CT scanning, 
energy-dispersive X-ray diffraction (EDXRD – a non-destructive method to 
determine the mineralogical composition and likely source of the stone), as well 
as archival and art historical research, in order to address the question of the 
statue’s authenticity. Previously unknown diaries recording MacGregor’s travels 
in Egypt up to 1898, recently bequeathed to the Ashmolean, may also shed new 
light on the source and circumstances of the statuette’s acquisition. Comparison 
with other securely provenanced objects – including previously unpublished 
ivory statuettes from the Hierakonpolis “Main Deposit” and the golden statuettes 
from Tell el-Farka – will also be applied to the piece.  
The aim of this paper is to determine whether or not “MacGregor Man” should 
continue to be included in discussions about the origins and early development 
of ancient Egyptian anthropomorphic statuary. 
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The flint industry at Tell el-Iswid. A first synthesis 
 

Since 2006 the work conducted at Tell el-Iswid under the auspices of IFAO has 
brought to light a stratigraphical sequence which covers the majority of the 4th 
millennium. Several thousands of flint, most of which are tools, were collected 
and analysed. We are now able to better characterise the assemblages of the 
successive phases and to follow their evolution. 
This paper provides the first synthesis of this work with a focus on the “termes de 
passage” between the end of the LEC (Lower Egyptian Culture) phase (Buto II) 
and the beginning of the Naqadian phase (NIIIA/B). 
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The ornaments at Tell el-Iswid (Sharqiya) from Lower Egyptian culture to 
Naqada culture 
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Excavations conducted since 2010 in the sector 4 area  of the Tell el-Iswid 
settlement revealed the presence of both Naqadian and Lower Egyptian Cultural 
occupations. Naqada IIID graves were cut into a Naqada IIIA-B domestic unit. 
The Lower Egyptian Culture settlement is currently being investigated on a large 
area and domestic units have already been discovered. This poster will present 
the different ornaments assemblages from this sector, mostly originating from 
domestic areas. It will detail the raw material used, various technical analyses 
performed and present the typology of the ornaments, highlighting the stylistic 
continuities and breaks between the different occupation phases. 
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Bone tools from Buto II at Tell el-Iswid (Sharqiya) 
 

The extensive excavation of the Lower Egyptian Cultural settlement undertaken 
at Tell el-Iswid allows us to point out new perspectives about the domestic 
occupations of these ancient phases. The hard animal industry is often 
approached through the prism of exceptional objects such as statuettes, tusks, 
ornaments, combs or weapon. The household tools are seldom considered.  This 
gap can be explained by taphonomic difficulties in the Eastern Delta. 
Exceptionally preserved bone tools come from the sandy layers at the base of the 
stratigraphic sequence, dating to Buto IIa and Buto IIb of Tell el-Iswid. For the 
present poster we present a description, and a technical and functional study in 
order to provide the basis for a more systematic study of this technical system. 
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Landscape Laboratory: (Re)Exploring Rock Art at Wadi Hammamat 
 

In conjunction with the (re)publishing of the Wadi Hammamat quarries’ 
Pharaonic inscriptions (dir.: Dr. Annie Gasse), an ongoing related project aims at 
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publishing the figurative rock art scattered in that important Eastern Desert 
epigraphic sector. 
This vast material, assembling figurative rock-engravings ranging from 
Predynastic to Arabic periods, has largely been underexplored to this day. Aside 
from some early explorers (e.g., Weigall 1909), the first scholar to deeply consider 
the Wadi Hammamat rock art was F. Debono, who surveyed the Eastern Desert 
in 1949. During his “expédition archéologique royale,” Debono undertook a large 
photographic coverage of these figurations—including mainly animals—, most of 
which had never been studied before; a rich documentation which—while 
revealing his deep interest for the subject—he never found the time to publish. 
Now stored at the Institut français d’archéologie orientale in Cairo, the 
prehistorian’s work is organised as index cards associating both photographs and 
descriptive or analytical notes. Despite the site’s unequalled epigraphic material, 
only two contributions give us—if only a partial one—an overview of what is to 
be found on the quarries’ rock faces (Goyon 1957; Morrow et al. (eds) 2002). 
Due to its centrality in terms of human dynamics (both in a West-East and 
North-South axis) and exploitation of mineral resources, the Wadi is a precious 
laboratory in which to explore the Predynastic and early history of the site and, 
more broadly, of the central part of the Eastern Desert as a whole. In addition to 
offering a new holistic edition of the considered material, the project aims to 
broach broader questions. Studying the engravings in context, from the history of 
an individual panel to the overall landscape, a variety of approaches—including 
geomorphology, landscape archaeology, semiology and anthropology—opens 
new perspectives on what may be considered as graphic and symbolic 
investments. In order to both exploit and valorise his pioneering efforts to make 
sense of this rocky imagery, the project also relies on elements of Debono’s 
to-be-published archives. 
Focusing on the Predynastic material, the poster will report the project’s renewed 
methodology and perspectives through several case studies. 
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The Palermo Stone and the Cairo Fragments. New insights into the Ancient 
Egyptian Royal Annals 

 

The Palermo Stone and the so-called “Cairo Fragments” are the oldest royal 
annals of ancient Egypt, which contain pivotal historical information for our 
knowledge of the Early Dynastic Time. Despite more than a century of study and 
research, the reading of these annals is still very partial and full of dark spots 
because a considerable part of the fragments is erased, or damaged, and thus not 
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easily readable by the naked eye. In 2018-19, however, all the 7 fragments of the 
royal annals (Palermo Stone, the 5 Cairo Fragments and the Petrie Fragment) have 
undergone a full reconsideration and analysis by means of the new technology of 
3D photographic documentation and reproduction called “Reflectance 
Transformation Imaging” (RTI). Thanks to this new investigation it is now 
possible to provide new insights on the reading and understanding of the 
hieroglyphic texts engraved on the annals, especially on the two major fragments, 
i.e., the Palermo Stone and the so-called “Cairo Fragment 1”. Thus, this paper will 
present the major results obtained by this new RTI analysis of the annals, by also 
pinpointing the main priorities for future research. 
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The origins of Early Dynastic copper. Current state of research and future 
prospects 

 

In recent years, several papers have brought to the fore the first systematic results 
of analyses of the chemical composition and lead isotope ratios of Predynastic and 
Early Dynastic artefacts. Objects predominantly from Abydos, but also from other 
sites were studied. The Eastern Desert and Sinai were proposed as the areas of the 
origin of copper ore. As a more distant source, a Dynasty 1 copper-arsenic-nickel 
vessel from Abusir (ÄMUL 2162) was compared to contemporary Chalcolithic 
and Early Bronze Age Anatolian objects; the chemical composition and lead 
isotope analysis results are very similar in this particular case. 
The published papers are not without problems and open questions. The not very 
well chosen term “domestic” was proposed by some for sources from the Eastern 
Desert and the Sinai Peninsula, although the copper was not coming from the 
integral parts of ancient Egypt’s territory. Moreover, it can be argued that copper 
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from both regions was obtained by a combination of expeditions and military 
actions, depending on the development of the Egyptian relations with the local 
inhabitants of the Eastern Desert and Sinai, as the results of the French-Egyptian 
surveys and excavations have demonstrated in recent decades. In the case of 
artefacts, the estimation of their function based on their chemical composition and 
context (settlement or funerary) is simply not enough. Especially in the Early 
Dynastic period, full-size functional tools seem to be included in funerary 
contexts. 
The aim of this paper is to offer a summary of the current knowledge about the 
origins of copper in Early Dynastic Egypt while integrating the published results 
and interpreting them anew. In addition, freshly analysed data will also be 
included, involving the almost complete copper assemblage from the Early 
Dynastic cemetery at Tura, a selection of objects from Abu Rawash, and two of 
the earliest known ancient Egyptian bronze artefacts from the tomb of 
Khasekhemwy at Abydos together with other Early Dynastic objects from this 
site. We have applied a wide range of archaeometallurgical methods to the 
samples obtained. Selected artefacts have been studied by metallographic 
methods in combination with microhardness tests and micro XRD. Chemical 
composition analyses were carried out by means of ED-XRF, SEM/EDS and 
neutron activation analysis. Lead isotope analyses were carried out using an MC-
ICP-MS in order to better understand the geographic provenance of the copper 
ores used. This wide range enables us to assess not only the origin of the ore but 
also other physical and chemical properties of the artefacts. The analyses are the 
first steps towards a broader synthesis of the procurement, use and circulation of 
copper in ancient Egypt. 
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“Africanized Invaders” - The Origins of the Egyptian civilisation according to 
Jean Capart 

 

In terms of scholarly publications, the Belgian Egyptologist Jean Capart (1877-
1947) is perhaps best known in the Egyptological community for his first 
monograph: “Les débuts de l’art en Égypte”, published in 1904. A year later, an 
English translation of a revised and enlarged edition was published as “Primitive 
Art in Egypt”. Although both the French and the revised English titles of the work 
place emphasis on art, Capart’s underlying concern throughout the book seems 
to have been to investigate the origins of the Egyptian civilisation.  
Ten years after the publication of “Les débuts”, on 27 April 1914, Capart would 
present a lecture at the Société d’Anthropologie de Bruxelles, which was subsequently 
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published as an article as well as a separate volume, titled “Les origines de la 
civilisation égyptienne”. Capart actually took his first monograph as the starting 
point for this lecture. While some scholars at the time were convinced that the 
Pharaonic civilisation was merely a development of that of “primitive” Egypt, 
Capart, however, was convinced that the Pharaonic civilisation had to be 
attributed to slow invasions by Semites who were “Africanized” before they 
penetrated Egypt. 
In fact, by critically analysing Capart’s publications, it becomes clear that an 
undiminished fascination with the origins of the Egyptian civilisation runs like a 
thread throughout his publications since the beginning of his academic career. 
This paper investigates where Capart’s fascination for the origins of the Egyptian 
civilisation comes from, what methodology Capart used in order to attempt to 
trace back these origins and how he ultimately came to his conclusions. To this 
end the early publications of Capart will be analysed together with 
correspondence between him and his colleagues abroad, now preserved in the 
Royal Museums of Art and History (Brussels). 
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Temporal constraints for burial practices in Early Dynastic Egypt. A detour in 
the evaluation of social-economic aspects of tomb construction for the middle 

and lower classes 
 

The process of natural decomposition of the (human) body sets in almost 
immediately after death. This process cannot be stopped; it can be delayed by 
evisceration of organs prone to decay in combination with the dehydration of the 
remains of the body (true or artificial mummification as opposed to natural 
mummification).  
The earliest indication for (a form of) ‘true’ mummification dates to the Fourth 
Dynasty, although evidence for body preserving treatments date back to the 
Naqada II era. 
In this study, the available evidence for the preservation of late Predynastic and 
Early Dynastic bodies is analysed, with a focus on the actual resulting 
preservation and conservation of the buried bodies. The outcome of the study 
suggests that the conservational properties of the body treatments during the 
Early Dynastic Period were limited, although some caution is required as no 
bodily remains from kings or other members of the royal court have survived. 
The most logical conclusion dictates therefore that the funerary ceremonies were 
under constraint of the time lines of the natural decomposition processes, the 
bodies of the deceased had to be buried in a matter of two to three days. This 
premise would have affected the burial practices and – by extension – the 
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construction of tombs. Tombs with a construction time exceeding two to three 
days would most likely have been built in advance and, most probably, by or 
under direct supervision of the prospective user, either him/herself (owner). 
These tombs can be distinguished from less elaborate tombs built by the heirs at 
the time of death.  
If one accepts the premise of the constraint of time as an indicator for the role of 
the owner in the commissioning and designing process, this perspective opens up 
new avenues of research of patterns in tomb construction and developments 
therein. People of the middle and – maybe – lower classes of Early Dynastic 
society were involved in the design and construction of their tombs; they would 
face decisions with social and economic consequences. The lack of contemporary 
sources in this era prevents insight in the details of such decisions. However, on 
a higher level of abstraction, it seems possible to evaluate patterns in the socio-
economic consequences of tomb construction for the non-elite classes in Early 
Dynastic Egypt. Which types of tombs were built in advance, and which were 
not? What kind of funding was required to have these tombs constructed? How 
could construction of these tombs have been organised, who could have been 
involved in the actual building activities of these tombs? 
The second part of this study addresses questions like these for medium sized 
tombs, to gain insight in the economy of the mortuary culture and associated 
social customs of middle class Early Dynastic Egypt. 
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New excavations at the Protodynastic-Early Dynastic cemetery of Kafr Hassan 
Dawood (KHD), Wadi Tumilat, East Delta 

 

A mission of the University of Winchester commenced excavations at Kafr Hassan 
Dawood (KHD) in 2019 after the Ministry of Antiquities (MoTA) included the site 
on their endangered sites list in 2018. Previous excavations at KHD were carried 
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out by the SCA between 1989 and 1995, and by a joint mission led by Fekri Hassan 
between 1995 and 1999.  
The new project aims to better understand the structure of the western cemetery 
(with graves dating to the Protodynastic-Early Dynastic Periods / Naqada IIIA-
D; as well as later graves of Ptolemaic-Roman times) and to examine the social 
parameters governing how various social and biological factors (including but not 
exclusively age and sex) may have influenced burial traditions in the 
Protodynastic and Early Dynastic periods in Lower Egypt. Seventeen graves were 
excavated in the northern area of the western cemetery during the 2019 season. 
Based on the ceramic assemblages, they date to the Protodynastic-Early Dynastic 
periods. The grave architecture and provisions of these 17 graves will be 
discussed here. 
In 15 of these 17 graves, the remains of 17 individuals were identified, allowing 
the bio-archaeological information to be retrieved (including sex, age, health, 
interrelation between grave goods and bodies) and discussed. 
KHD is at present the largest known early cemetery in the Delta, with 744 burials 
dating to the Protodynastic-Early Dynastic (up to the Second Dynasty) found 
between 1989 and 1999. KHD could be instrumental in understanding the 
temporal connections between Upper and Lower Egypt based on funerary 
evidence. As such, the new project also aims to better understand the spatial-
temporal development of the early part of the western cemetery, and to relate this 
to the chronology of Lower Egypt during Predynastic-Early Dynastic times as 
well as to undertake comparisons between the funerary development in Upper 
Egypt in relation to that of Lower Egypt during the Fourth and early Third 
Millennia BC. This stands to provide important new data for research into the Nile 
Delta during the Protodynastic and Early Dynastic periods.  
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Origins of the ancient Egyptian “sun cult”: some methodological challenges 
 

The origins of the ancient Egyptian “sun cult” have been a topic of protracted 
discussion for many decades. There are many theories and interpretations, often 
dubious, and a number of sources is interpreted as leading to the sun cult. For 
example, rock art in both the Western and Eastern Deserts, the so-called solar 
calendar in Nabta Playa, orientations of corpses in graves, some pieces of 
decorated pottery, models and depictions of boats, royal names of the Early 
Dynastic Period. Wolfhart Westendorf examined some of the sources and Ahmed 
Saied gathered the abovementioned list. Moreover, Jean-Loïc Le Quellec and 
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Miroslav Bárta observed the significance of the images in Wadi Sura for the 
development of the ancient Egyptian religion and art. 
However, the phenomenon of the origin of some religious notions is very 
complex, and often has been interpreted on the basis of isolated records. 
Naturally, there are no written documents, which makes the interpretations more 
difficult, grounding the analysis on the testimonies of the archaeological material, 
anthropological and ethnographical observations, when possible. It was Mark 
Smith who, in his treatise on the god Osiris, analysed the anticipated prehistoric 
attestations for afterlife beliefs, challenging many existing theories. Some of his 
methodological approaches can be applied to the topic under study. 
The goal of the paper is to present some thoughts and reflections, addressing and 
challenging a number of hypotheses on the phenomenon of the origins of the sun 
cult in ancient Egypt. In doing so, it demonstrates methodological problems and 
limits in investigating prehistoric, Predynastic and Early Dynastic belief systems. 
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Analyses and comparison of dental pathologies in the predynastic cemeteries 
of Hierakonpolis, Egypt 

 

Over the years, excavations by the Hierakonpolis Expedition have investigated 
three distinct predynastic cemeteries situated across the desert site of 
Hierakonpolis: 
1) HK6, with graves dated to Naqada IC-IIB, served as a burial ground for the 
elite and is located deep in the wadi to the west of the site’s main habitation area;  
2) HK43, dated to Naqada IIB-IIC, positioned at the southern edge of the 
habitation zone, serviced the general non-elite population; 
 3) HK27, also known as the Fort Cemetery, which became a central area of burial 
for the general inhabitants mainly in the Naqada III period. It was the focus of 
extensive excavation conducted by John Garstang in 1906 and Ambrose Lansing 
in 1934, revealing roughly 300 grave, the skeletal remains from which were not 
studied or retained. However the current expedition has uncovered a limited 
number of graves from various areas within the Fort Cemetery that may be 
considered a random sample. 
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Analyses of the physical remains has documented certain differences in the 
skeletal morphologies of the individuals buried in these three cemeteries, 
suggesting different lived experiences that may be related to differences in status. 
However, more recent analyses of the teeth from each cemetery has shown that 
the presence and incidence of dental pathologies in the two contemporaneous 
skeletal assemblages at HK6 and HK43 are rather similar, suggesting that, 
unexpectedly, status was not a significant factor in dental health, which was 
generally good with few abscesses and limited antemortem tooth loss (ATML). 
The prevalence of dental diseases can be extremely useful as indications of diet 
nutrition, food preparation practices and other social habits, which are often 
differentiated by social class. 
In contrast to the dental data from the Naqada II cemeteries, the Naqada III 
inhabitants buried in the Fort cemetery show a markedly higher prevalence of 
dental pathologies. While caries rates over time remain the same, the prevalence 
of abscesses and AMTL within the limited sample from the Fort Cemetery is 
almost doubled. These observations suggest that the major changes in lifestyle in 
the Naqada III period, such as the nucleation of the population onto floodplain 
sites, and the transformation of food preparation methods with the introduction 
of the bread mould, among other changes, had a strong impact on and is reflected 
in oral health and, by implication, the lived experience at that time of dynamic 
social and political change. 
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Re-viewing the Narmer palette 
 

During the Origins 4 conference in New York in 2011, a poster was presented 
about a project to make a new recording of the Narmer palette. Preliminary results 
of this project were published as a short contribution in the conference 
proceedings. The aim of the project was to present a new detailed drawing to 
support an analysis of the palette in all its aspects. The first results, based mainly 
on a number of high-quality photographs by Ahmed Amin and made available 
through the courtesy of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, seemed sufficient at the 
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time. Therefore, the drawing work continued according to the methods employed 
for the details published in the Origins 4 proceedings. However, imaging 
technology is improving continuously and Reflectance Transformation Imaging 
(RTI) visualisations of the Narmer palette were made in the meanwhile. These 
image data confirm a number of observations made during the redrawing (which 
by then was almost finished) but enhanced RTI visualisations also contradict 
other observations. Moreover, some of the additional details recorded in the RTI 
are of importance for the interpretation of the (possible) meanings of the Narmer 
palette. The RTI data also offer exceptional possibilities for understanding the 
production techniques and phases of the palette’s manufacture. It was therefore 
decided that our various research efforts for documenting and studying the 
Narmer palette should be integrated in order to produce as detailed a study as 
possible. 
Having established our collaboration, the present contribution will examine the 
visualisation history of the Narmer palette and present some of the results of our 
combined research methods and techniques – as we endeavour to better 
understand the complex life history and symbolic significance of this important 
monument during the period of state formation. 
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Prehistoric Rock Art at Dakhleh Oasis: A review of the current state of 
research 

 
The following paper aims at presenting the current level of knowledge of 
prehistoric rock art from the central Western Desert in a systematic and 
comprehensive way. Prehistoric petroglyphs form a major component of the 
Dakhleh rock art corpus, but the majority of it still remains unpublished. This 
concerns both petroglyphs known from the archival documentation (mostly from 
1980s and 1990s) and more recent finds. Many of the latter, however, still require 
to be properly recorded; a task which has been hampered, if not precluded, by the 
events of the Arab Spring revolution and its further long-lasting consequences.  
Nonetheless, the large collection of documentation at hand offers various research 
possibilities. Firstly, the corpus consists of images executed throughout a 
considerable time, spanning several millennia. While the peak of rock art 
production seems to be falling on the 6th to 5th millennia BC, it is not impossible 
that the oldest petroglyphs may actually date from as early as the 8th millennium 
BC. This would correspond with the oasian Bashendi and the Masara cultural 
units, respectively. It also seems plausible that a certain rock art tradition existed 
in the 4th to 3rd millennia BC, being a practice linked with cattle herders labelled 
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as the Sheikh Muftah culture. Establishing a chronological order of various kinds 
of petroglyphs is thus doubtlessly one of the major current research problems. 
Secondly, although geographically isolated, Dakhleh Oasis has been repeatedly 
linked by scholars with various cultural phenomena known from the Nile Valley. 
Such links seem to be detectable in distinct types of prehistoric material culture, 
such as pottery or lithic toolkits. Surprisingly enough, not much has been offered 
to date in regard to Dakhleh rock art and its possible connections with corpora in 
other parts of Egypt. Thus, this paper aims to offer some insights into this aspect 
of research. By providing a (inevitably) simple chronological framework of the 
oasian rock art corpus and discussing potential connections of selected types of 
petroglyphs with other rock art traditions, it is intended here to sketch a more 
comprehensive review of the Dakhleh petroglyphic material, which hopefully 
sparks further discussion and more comparative analyses in future.  
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Dahshur before Snefru. The pre-pyramid cultural landscape of Dahshur 
 

Over 1000 years before the first pyramids were built and the vast residence 
cemeteries of the Memphite necropolis were established, the cultural landscape 
in this area was shaped by monuments of the Pre- and Early Dynastic periods. In 
fact, all of the later pyramid sites including Abu Rawash, Gizeh, Zawiyet el-
Aryan, Abusir, Abu Ghorab and Saqqara are known to have been important elite 
burial grounds before the Old Kingdom monuments were erected. Only for 
Dahshur, no such activities were known – or at least they were not broadly 
acknowledged, for the absence of early material has been commented on in 
various studies. By now, however, the narrative of pharaoh Snefru initiating the 
site by building the Bent Pyramid and the Red Pyramid on “virgin ground”, 
untouched by human activity, can seriously be challenged. 
Archaeological discoveries in the last 30 years have changed our picture of 
Dahshur dramatically, making it possible to draw a first, if still very provisional 
and party hypothetical picture of Dahshur before Snefru. The discovery of an 
archaic mastaba by the German Archaeological Institute in Cairo as well as the 
excavations of the Metropolitan Museum of Art New York in the area of the 
pyramid complex of Senwosret III have produced evidence of an early cemetery 
and maybe even of a royal funerary complex of the 3rd Dynasty. The possibility of 
such an Early Dynastic monument at Dahshur will be discussed in detail by re-
evaluating formerly excavated material as well as critically assessing 
unprovenanced objects that have been said to come from Dahshur. These include 
the stela of king Qahedjet in the Musée du Louvre, which still lies in the centre of 
a heated debate concerning its provenance, dating, and authenticity, as well as a 
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stone bowl inscribed with the cartouche of the 3rd Dynasty King, Khaba, which 
has so far received little attention in the discussion. The presentation draws on 
recent debates concerning the chronology of the 3rd Dynasty, while critically 
reviewing discussions concerning the reuse of objects in the Old, Middle, and 
New Kingdom as well as the Late Period. 
By bringing all available evidence together, the material offers a new explanation 
as to why Snefru may have chosen Dahshur as his burial site after giving up at 
Meidum. Snefru would have deliberately placed himself in a direct connection to 
the mortuary cult of one of his ancestors, his pyramids thus presenting a visible 
manifestation of his personal relationship with his predecessor(s) in the sacred 
landscape of the Memphite necropolis. 
This paper is a revised version of a presentation held for the German 
Archaeological Institute Cairo’s lecture series TELL!, and is based on a chapter of 
the author’s PhD thesis which deals with the transformations of the cultural 
landscape of Dahshur. 
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Surveying the Naqada Region: results from fieldwork in 2018-19 
 

The West bank of the Naqada Region (comparable to the Coptite Nome of the Old 
Kingdom) has been the focus of several survey and excavation projects: Petrie’s 
excavations at Nubt (his Naqada site), the Khattara Project survey 1975-77 between 
Ballas and Danfiq (directed by Thomas Hays), the Predynastic of Naqada Project 
survey 1978-81 in the same area (directed by Fekri Hassan), and the Naples project 
survey 1977-86 between Nubt and Qamûla (directed by Claudio Barocas). In 2018, 
a new project commences, the Naqada Regional Archaeological Survey and 
Heritage Management Project, University of Winchester – Egyptian Exploration 
Society, directed by G.J. Tassie.  
The aim of the new project is to assess the condition of the known archaeological 
sites between Nubt (northern boundary of the concession) and Abadiya (southern 
boundary) and instigate necessary archaeological rescue operations as well as 
assessing for longer term archaeological research operations.  
During the 2018 season, a condition assessment of all known, and still accessible, 
archaeological sites was undertaken. This led to the discovery of the associated 
cemetery to the early Predynastic settlement of Abadiya 2 (found by the Belgian 
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Mission, led by Pierre Vermeersch in 2001) and the recognition that most of the 
Early Dynastic cemetery site discovered by Jacques de Morgan at Naqada South 
(PWT 112) is now destroyed by agricultural fields. Several Predynastic sites were 
still (partially) accessible, and rescue operations have been planned for some of 
these, including the cemetery of Manshiya / Kh.3, where during the condition 
survey, a Naqada III grave was discovered and excavated under rescue 
conditions. The still visible part of the ‘Archaic’ cemetery of Naqada South was 
visited and a small number of graves are still accessible for investigation. Both of 
these cemeteries are now on privately-owned land and rescue operations are 
planned in the immediate future. The newly discovered cemetery of Abadiya 2 is 
on archaeological land and an extensive investigation of this cemetery is planned 
for a future season. 
The site of Nubt was assessed and while some areas of the site have been 
encroached upon by agricultural fields (N West burial zone and the western part 
of the N East burial zone), as well as by modern houses (northern part of Temple 
Spur, and parts of South Town Spur), it was found that many cemeteries and 
significant parts of the urban areas were still accessible for re-investigation. In 
cooperation with the Qena Inspectorate, protective measures will be provided 
around these areas prior to the planned re-investigation. This is part of the 
heritage management of the site, which is already in progress.  
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The Funerary Complex of King Djer at Umm el-Qaab: Results of the 

Architectural Studies 
 

With a footprint of about 3000 m², the funerary complex of King Djer is in spatial 
terms the largest of the 1st Dynasty Royal Tombs in Umm el-Qaab. Like the other 
contemporary funerary complexes at that site, it consists of a central chamber for 
the royal burial surrounded by subsidiary tombs. The royal chamber is of 
particular significance among the tombs of Umm el-Qaab, as it was an important 
place in context with the cult of Osiris, which was practised here in later periods. 
The approximate dimensions and layout of Djer’s complex is known since the 
early excavations by Amélineau and Petrie at the turn of the 20th century. Despite 
these excavations little has been known ever since about the architectural design, 
planning, building techniques, materials and construction of both, the royal 
chamber and the more than 300 subsidiary tombs. Moreover, the early 
archaeological publications left ample scope for 20th century Egyptology to 
develop rather free interpretations about the architecture, use and function of the 
funerary complex. Problematic questions, in particular about the superstructures 
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and the architectural design of the funerary complex as a uniformly planned or 
successively extended structure remain unanswered. 
In order to clarify these questions, the funerary complex was re-excavated by the 
German Archaeological Institute between 2006 and 2014. The investigation 
followed methods of building archaeology, taking the built structures as the 
primary sources with the addition of scientific examinations of individual 
building components. The resulting comprehensive documentation, including a 
detailed survey of manual drawings at a scale of 1:50, provides new opportunities 
to answer questions not only of architectural but also of Egyptological relevance. 
This talk will present the results of the archaeological and architectural studies 
carried out during the re-excavations. The focus will be on the 1st Dynasty 
construction of the royal chamber, for which new reconstruction proposals will 
be introduced. The planning and realisation of the funerary complex are also dealt 
with, as well as the architectural modifications and re-plannings that fall directly 
into the construction period of the 1st Dynasty. Finally, the later transformations 
and the reuse of the royal chamber of Djer in the context of the cult of Osiris are 
also discussed.  
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Pre- and Early Dynastic body concepts in Old Kingdom anthropomorphic 
sculpture: Transformation and selection processes 

 
Pre- and Early Dynastic anthropomorphic sculpture is often assessed and 
interpreted from the perspective of Old Kingdom sculpture and at times with 
even more recent statuary and small-scale figures in mind. Using later depictions 
for drawing conclusions about earlier ones is of course problematic as 
developments which happened in between might be overlooked. Function, 
meaning and context of the figures need not necessarily be the same. Moreover, 
the predecessor-successor relationship might not be as linear and direct as it is 
often conceived.  
These problems initially arise because of the near absence of information about 
the cultural setting from textual sources in the Pre- and Early Dynastic period and 
problematic archaeological contexts in which the figures occur. Furthermore, 
studies on anthropomorphic figures usually focus on two research questions: 
“What is their function?” and “Whom or what are they representing?” As no 
distinct practical use can be assigned to them, they are generally interpreted as 
belonging to religious, funerary or domestic cults and having symbolic functions. 
 Approaching Pre- and Early Dynastic anthropomorphic sculpture from another 
perspective, putting the human body in the centre of the analysis can bypass the 
difficulties of finding out about meaning and function. The knowledge and ideas 
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about the human body are aspects of anthropomorphic sculpture that are often 
overlooked. Nevertheless, body concepts can also be transmitted in a pictorial 
medium without relying on texts.  
The aim of this paper is to trace how body concepts, specific properties and 
capacities of the body implemented in anthropomorphic sculpture were selected 
and transformed from the Pre- and Early Dynastic to the Old Kingdom. These 
processes of keeping, changing and abandoning are highly informative for the 
development of ancient Egyptian thought about the human body and 
anthropomorphic images. At the same time interpretations directed from the later 
to the earlier can be avoided.  
In an anthropomorphic figure, ideas about the body are three-dimensionally 
realised in a combination of shapes and the assignment of them to certain regions 
and parts of the body. Hence, the body is constructed from scratch out of certain 
elements and properties that were thought to be essential about it. These might 
change or remain stable over time from the Predynastic period to the Old 
Kingdom. Further themes that I will discuss are the range of possibilities that can 
be observed in the combination of old pictorial elements with new ideas, as well 
as the role of material, colour and manufacturing techniques (modelling vs. 
material removing techniques like carving).  
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Hierarchical Distribution and Political Economy of the Stone Vessel in the 
Abu Rawash Community under the Reign of Den 

 
This poster argues the stone vessel distribution system in the local community 
through examining the assemblages and manufacturing techniques of the stone 
vessels from Abu Rawash cemeteries including the unpublished materials from 
Cemetery M. The cemeteries at Abu Rawash can be roughly divided into three 
social strata based on the tomb size and architecture, and location, but all the 
tombs at Cemetery M can be dated back to the reign of Den. M01–18 mastabas in 
the northern and eastern areas on the hill yielded more valuable vessels and larger 
cylindrical jars than M19–25 tombs in the southern area. Lower-class residents 
were buried in the cemeteries at the foot of the hill where Cemetery M is located. 
These different assemblages between different social strata may show how the 
supply system of the stone vessels worked on a micro-scale and in an intra-site 
way.  
Consequently, it is possible that the more valuable vessels were “filtered” in a 
sense, meaning that they were exclusively supplied to the tombs of deceased with 
higher sociopolitical rankings (M01–18) by the administrative institution. After 
that, the “filtered” stone vessels (e.g., mainly smaller cylindrical jars, neckless 
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shouldered jars, and vessels made from travertine and limestone) may have been 
passed to the lower-class groups. There are also no mudstone bowls and plates 
that could have been made more carefully in the tombs at Cemetery 400. This 
situation led to the supposition that these elites belonging to the highest-rank 
groups buried at M01–18 may have passed the stone vessels, which were probably 
supplied from the royal workshops, on to those in the lower-class groups (i.e., 
M19–25 at Cemetery M and next the tombs at Cemetery 400) during the reign of 
Den.  
This hierarchical supply system appears to have been related to the social change 
of Abu Rawash community during the First Dynasty. The long axis of the tombs 
at Cemetery 400 faces the hill of Cemetery M in the IIIC2, although they were 
facing north or east until the IIIC1. In addition, Cemetery 300, which was probably 
the cemetery of the local rulers in the IIIC1, was no longer being built in the IIIC2. 
The changes in the direction and the spatial distribution of the tombs imply that 
the alternative power group (i.e., the deceased buried in Cemetery M) deliberately 
regulated the construction of tombs in the cemeteries of the existing kinship 
groups of local rulers and introduced a new symbolic system. In other words, they 
likely brought a new hierarchical order to the Abu Rawash community in 
association with the administrative reorganization under the reign of Den (or 
during the IIIC2) if the deceased of Cemetery M was regional administrators or 
royal officials. Thus, the stone vessels in Abu Rawash may have been supplied 
according to this new hierarchical order and had functioned as media for 
differentiating the social groups in the local community in this period. 
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Dendara at its origins 
 

Dendara, capital of the 6th province of Upper Egypt, is one of the oldest Egyptian 
communities and one of the best-preserved religious complexes in Egypt. For 
more than a century archaeological work in Dendara focused mainly on the study 
of the Ptolemaic temple and its monuments without any real consideration of the 
territory in which the complex was established and developed. The new research 
project initiated in 2014 is set around the expertise of the Institut français 
d’archéologie orientale (IFAO) for the study of the temple’s architecture and of 
Macquarie University for the funerary area and the geoarchaeology of the site. 
This project combines an archaeological and a geomorphological approach to 
examine the sustainability and the resilience of a pharaonic city in Upper Egypt. 
This paper will present the preliminary results of the new archaeological 
investigation on the pharaonic necropolis. Specifically, it will bring new light to 
the origins of Dendara from the Early Dynastic to the Old Kingdom period. 
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Heliopolis at its dawn: the PREMUC – Prehistoric Egypt in Museum 
Collections – project 

 

Ernesto Schiaparelli, Director of the Museo Egizio in Turin and Head of the M.A.I. 
(Missione Archeologica Italiana), carried out a number of archaeological excavations 
throughout Egypt for almost twenty years (1903-1920). Among the many 
significant sites that he explored, Heliopolis is worthy of mention due to the 
richness and variety of the unearthed archaeological material. 
Included within the 1500 new entries recorded in the Museo Egizio inventory 
between 1903 and 1906, there are numerous pottery fragments and lithic artefacts 
(from number S. 3878 to S. 4196) claimed to have been uncovered in this site, and 
coming from an area generically defined as “Prehistoric Village”. 
Despite his extensive investigations, Schiaparelli never published the results of its 
excavations, and only a complete re-examination of all the archival material 
stored among several Italian institutions allowed to situate some of the most 
remarkable finds within their original archaeological contexts. 
The PREMUC - Prehistoric Egypt in Museum Collections - project started in 2021 
under the direction of Dr. Giulio Lucarini, and it will be carried out in the 
framework of a scientific agreement signed between the Soprintendenza 
Archeologia, Belle Arti e Paesaggio of Turin, the ISPC-CNR, the Museo Egizio and 
the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo of Bracciano (Rome). 
After having completed the first phase of re-contextualisation, the project is now 
focused on the analysis of the ceramic and lithic artefacts stored at the Museo 
Egizio and the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo of Bracciano. Selected artefacts will 
be analysed according to a multidisciplinary techno-typological and functional 
approach that will include the reconstruction of all phases of the chaîne opératoire, 
from the raw material procurement strategies, through the manufacture and use 
of the artefacts, up to their disposal. 
The aim of this paper is to therefore present the preliminary results of this ongoing 
research, in order to shed light on the origin and development of Heliopolis, 
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known since ancient times as the place of the creation of the world, within a 
regional and broader horizon. 
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A Little Bird Told Me … Observations on the representation of birds during 
the Predynastic and Early Dynastic Period 

 

Birds are frequently represented in Egyptian iconography, specifically in the 
corpus of hieroglyphic signs and the artistic production of the dynastic period. 
This interest in ornithological depictions can also be observed in Predynastic 
times, as birds appear on the majority of 4th millennium object categories. From 
zoomorphic ceramics, to palettes and ivory combs, there is a higher representation 
of birds compared to depictions of, among others, ibexes or bulls. Yet, despite this, 
no extensive studies have been devoted to the interpretation of birds as an 
iconographic motif. If it is well-known that birds, likely to be ostriches, are 
ubiquitous on Decorated pottery (Naqada IIC-D), it is less acknowledged that 
various species of birds were still regularly depicted during late Predynastic and 
Early Dynastic times. This is illustrated by the occasional presence of birds on 
decorated ivory knife handles and other portable objects, on top of the prows of 
Naqada IIIA-B boats and in rock art. In addition to this, the choice of the falcon as 
the attribute of the god Horus, advocates the importance of birds within the 
symbolic and cognitive world of the Naqada period. 
This paper aims to study the evolution of bird representations in Predynastic and 
Early Dynastic Egypt, their possible symbolic and ideological meanings and to 
provide an up-to-date catalogue of Naqada period productions related to birds.   
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Reassessing, rediscovering and contextualising Quibell’s 1894-1895 Ballas 
excavations and finds in Egypt 
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The excavations of Petrie and Quibell, respectively in Naqada and Ballas, at the 
end of the 19th century, led to the discovery of thousands of tombs, and vast 
amounts of pottery and other objects from the early Predynastic period to the 
early Old Kingdom. However, a problem with both Petrie and Quibell’s approach 
was that they used an identical tomb number system for approximately the first 
900 graves, and during the division of finds, objects from a tomb in one site ended 
up being assigned to a grave with an identical tomb number from the other site. 
The presentation will follow up on the Ballas research presented at the previous 
Origins 6 conference in Vienna. Two broad topics will be outlined. For one, extant 
documentation allows us now to subdivide Quibell’s work at Zawaydah, Ballas 
and Naqada into several stages. They provide us with a clearer view of the 
number of tombs and burials he excavated, and the find location of more tombs 
can now be determined. Moreover, the notebooks even allow us to identify the re-
use of tombs during the Predynastic and later periods. 
Extant documentation also makes it possible to reassign objects supposedly 
deriving from Naqada tombs to Ballas tombs with an identical tomb number and 
vice versa. Due to the pandemic, a long-distance collaboration was set up for the 
presenter’s 2019-2020 Oriental Institute (OI) Collections Research Grant to 
identify and examine Ballas objects in the OI Egyptian collection in Chicago. This 
was very successful, and the preliminary results will likewise be discussed as it 
turns out that the OI actually has dozens of objects deriving from Ballas tombs, 
which was hitherto unknown. Close digital examination of tomb numbers on 
objects also made it possible to assign a number of them to the correct Naqada 
tomb. It is thereby possible to reassess original find contexts of objects and give 
new meaning to them. The evaluation of data pertaining to the excavation and 
post-excavation history of these objects will likewise facilitate the identification of 
Ballas objects in collections held at other museums and research institutes. 
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The development of the royal imagery: new considerations about the 
definition of the king 

 

Many social and political phenomena, and thus a large part of the organisation 
and complexity of a society, remain largely invisible to archaeology. The 4th 
millennium BCE. in Egypt, devoid of textual sources, confronts us with still 
unanswered questions related to topics such as the emergence of kingship. It is 
indeed quite difficult to define precisely the first Egyptian elites and the first 
rulers, or “kings”, from a contemporary point of view. This is partly due to our 
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own definitions of these political and social categories, which are often 
fluctuating. 
Thus, we propose here to adopt an emic perspective, in order to perceive how 
these individuals desired to be characterised and understood by their 
contemporaries. This paper therefore aims to give new insights into the process 
of the ideological definition of the king, by relying on iconographic evolutions 
during the Naqadian period. 
For this purpose, the focus chosen here is the emergence of the anthropomorphic 
representation of the king; in other words, the apparition of a human figure that 
crystallises the sacred symbols linked to political power. Through a diachronic 
vision, it will be put into perspective with the shifts in meaning and the evolution 
of uses affecting former traditional symbols of power. Indeed, the latter, such as 
the boat or the ensign, seem to lose a part of their symbolic charge and functions 
in the scenes, to the benefit of the anthropomorphic king. These linked and 
intertwined phenomena can be untangled more finely.  
Simultaneously, our approach also combines the analysis of iconography with 
political anthropology prospects. This field of social anthropology is indeed 
required as it sheds light on some of the phenomena only partially revealed by 
archaeology or iconography. It is thus possible to nuance the often too linear 
vision of the evolution of society towards the State and the kingship. 
In conclusion, the evolutions in the uses of symbols of power allow us to 
distinguish some of the ideological and political changes. They reveal the way the 
early kings defined themselves. The combination of the two approaches, 
egyptological on the one hand, anthropological on the other hand, thus enables a 
glimpse into the new and evolving needs of an emerging kingship. 
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Nubt and the Kingdom of Naqada. Early complex polity formation in Upper 
Egypt, Fourth Millennium BC 

 
For a long time, the polity formation model by Barry Kemp has been generally 
accepted. Predominantly, it sees the growth of three sites during Naq. I-II times: 
This (Abydos), Nubt (Naqada) and Nekhen (Hierakonpolis) into incipient polities 
before the Thinite polity becomes dominant which lead to a centralised large-scale 
polity at the beginning of the First Dynasty.  
In a recent publication (2014), Stan Hendrickx argued for a new model that sees 
Nekhen as the dominant political centre of the whole of Upper Egypt before the 
late Predynastic / Naq. II.D. At this point, it is suggested that This took over as 
the dominant centre and developed into the Old Kingdom polity (First Dynasty) 
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by establishing its dominance over Middle Egypt and Lower Egypt, whereas 
Nubt is not seen anymore as an independent political centre.  
In the opinion of this author, Kemp's model is too dependent on (neo-
)evolutionary thinking whereas Hendrickx's model places too much emphasis on 
unique features at Nekhen while the interpretation of Abydos is debateable based 
on new findings. Also, the intrepretation of Nubt is based on an incomplete and 
outdated understanding of the site.  
Here a contrasting model is proposed by re-evaluating the evidence from Nubt 
(in particular its cemeteries) and by reconsidering the interrelation between 
Abydos and Nubt. The results so far of the on-going re-evaluation of the site of 
Nubt by the author will be presented. 
It is argued that Nubt was the political centre of an incipient complex polity 
during Naq. I which was at its apex during Naq. II, declined during Naq. III.A-B, 
and collapsed during Naq. III.B-C. The core territory of this complex polity would 
have been central Upper Egypt, between the Hu area and the Armant area. By 
analysing the distribution of certain non-local and local items, including lapis 
lazuli and Decorated Ware, and by re-evaluating all known sites of Northern and 
Central Upper Egypt (Badari region to Armant region) a better understanding is 
gained of the political landscape of Upper Egypt during the Fourth Millennium 
BC.  




